things—to a city once destroyed by a
great conflagration—told to me and to
the public Iy insurgent elements within
the department itself, it has been im-
pressed on my mind by an intelligent
and alarmed grand juror that there is
a real and constant neril resultant from
the rule of a ring in the fire depart-
ment.

slush Charge Susinined, He Says.

The general charge that ‘slush
funds” for the obtaining »>f prumotion
and wage increases in .he city council,
the grand juror declares to have been
fully sustained by ihe testimony of the
contributors thereto; that civil service
lists have been *“juggled” to effect pro-

motion u_f ignorant and irc mpetent
firemen is also unquestivned, he de-
clares. 'That veteran fire fighters of

the rank of captain and upward have
been ‘*jobbed” in order to make places
for more graft-producing ‘“‘promotional”
and “efficiency’ lists hags been estab-
lished In general; *hat relatives of al-
dermen and other politicians were
“favored” in the purchase of parapher-
nalia and supplies in auge quantities
and at prices that permitted several
“gplits”’—and finally that grafters, big
and little, in and out of the department.
have su destroyed its efficiency that the
fire hazard has increased to a point
that imperils everything in the city.

An alarmist view, perhaps, hut that

grand juror is an insurance n.an whose
interest and experience with “political”
fire departments is not confined to Chi-

cago and he has listened to iestimony
wrung from reluctant members of the
fire department over many n.onths.

Recommendation “Pigeon Holed.”

Somewhere a compiaisant public pros-
ecutor has “pigeun holed” a report from
‘William A. Rittenhouse, ons of his as-
sistants, wherein, it was reported, the
depuly  prosecutor recommended a
sweeping grand-jury investigation into
the fire department based on the
charges made to me as chief sustice of
the Criminal court by Chief McDonnell,
Assistant Chief hMcaulitt and Arthur F.
Albert, alderinan of the <3d ward. That
was in January, 1923.

These rebels against a rule of rotten-
ness in the fire department wure sent
tc the state's atftorney to malke formal
charges for the grand jury in affidavit
r-rm after I hocame convinced the con-
dition they charged warranted a sweep-
ing investigation. Nothing was ever
done by the public prosecutor, either
with the report of Rittenhouse or the
charges themselves—so far asg I ever
learned officially or unofficially, looking
toward a full inquiry.

There was an inquiry which is still -
pending, begun by the specinl grand
jury after the scope of its activities had
been hroadened to include all angles of
municipal graft. Should that jury suc-
ceed 1n completing its inquiry notwith-
standing the evil genii of this city there
will he made clear the full extent of
the grafters’ grip on government that
has throttled it thus far.

The Fate of a Fighting Grand Jury.

ARTICLE XI11.

High in the history of tne commun-
ity's struggle for good government the
twenty-two men of the special grand
jury have written their names—names
that now should be made known to the
citizenry of Chicago and Cook county
as those of civic soldiers who have
“fought the good fight’—and won!

To have kept their courage and faith
with a community sorely stricken with
the paralysis of predatory politics and
to have broken through all barriers to
an honest inquiry into shameful school-
graft scandals would have been a note-
worthy accomplishment under the best
of auspices. It was magnificent to have
carried on ‘to and bevond the barred
doors of “the boodlers” and betravers

of public trust who protected them. un-
daunted by discouragements seldom
equaleq in a grand jury inquiry and un-
faltering in the face of diszraceful de-
faults by public officials who attempted
to evade their duty to enforce the law,

That is the record of these twenty-
two sel® sacrificing citizens who have
worked for more than a vear as the spe-
cial grand jury inguiring in*o municipal
malfeasance and misfeasance in all
their rotten ramifications. Better by
far to have fought their wonderful war
asain,t the menace of the civic cancer
ana to have failed “than never to have
fought at all.” But the fight to exnpose
extravagance, waste, graft and corrup-
tion in public office has been won—and
in the winning these men have auick-

37



ened the conscience of Cook county citi-
zenship and brought about “a new deal”
in Chicago affairs through public opin-
jon—awakened at last, angry and well-
informed.

Caused Unchaining of City.

To one not given ‘“‘the gift of the
fairies’”’ to see into the soul of Chicago
anu read the minds of a million men
and women who are public opinion, it
is difficult to determine whether that
work has been appreciated and ap-
praised at its full value. Certain it is to
one who has been closest to their work
that had it not heen for this grand jury
this city would vet be enchained.

Chained to the rock of a ruthless re-

ime in control of the state. city and
county governments through the care-
lessness of a citizenship which neglect-
ed to know what was going on. Chicago
learned at last and broke from the
bondage of boodle, vice, crime and
graft.

And these are the lighthearers who
led the way out of a bewildering dark-
ness through their illumination of the
disgraceful depths to which local gov-
ernment had descended in the second
largest city in America:
dohn J. Boyk. J. D. Adams,

J. M. Bourland. Harry 8. Herbert.
Andrew J. Boyle. JL L. Larimore.

Carl A, Bawmmann, David Johnsien.
Harry 8, Budd. Bruno E. Matthes,
Thos. K. Cambridge, Aurust H, Meyer,
Irving 4, Carter, R. C. Reinholtzen,
YW¥m., F. Bobzien. Arthur €. Schroeder,
dames L. Fyfe,

Gearge Ward.
€. P. Hellesoe,

dJames Ward.
Joseph M. Harte, W, I, Wassman,

Secretary Died After Hard Worl,

Gone from that grand-jury roll of
honor is the name of anoiher—Alexan-
der B. Seelenfreund, who dropped dead
in a hotel room at Memphis, Tenn., last
March after serving seven strenuous
months as secretary of the jury.

Thoughout those months his inde-
fatigable efforts to expose all the real
sources of graft and corruption, the big
and powerful beneficiaries of an amaz-
ingly efficient machine for making dirty
politics and dirty dollars took toud of
his health and strength and hastened
the heart attack that made him a
martyr to civic duty.

Twice in open-court sessions of the
special grand jury, called to combat an
insidious ““influence” that threatened to
choke off further investigation, Seelen-
freund came before me, keen, courage-
ous and uncompromising in his state-
ment of situations ithat seemed to him
to call for “a showdown.” On each
occasion he wunhestitatingly challenged
the chief prosecuting officer—once the

state’'s attorney and again the attorney-
general of Illinois—to prove themselves
unconirolled by “influences,” which
he declared were at work to shut off
further light into the aileged looting of
school funds.

Powerful political considerations—the
same that had prevented the previous
grand-jury investigations into sclhiool af-
fairs trom accomplishing anything—had
been at work for some time. Subtle
signs and omens seemed to Seelenfreund
and the other jurors to indicate that
the proceedings within the juryrvom
were not unknown to those under in-
vestigation; that witnesses whose names
were withheld from the press in ad-
vance of their appearance nt the granl-
jury antechamber nevertheless knew in
intimate detail not only what informa-

tion was wanted of them, but gave
evidences of. having been ‘“coached.”

Crowe Pledges Full Efiovis,

Hardly had the supervision and con-
trol of the special graud jury been
turned over to me by the retiring chief
justice of the Criminal court in Sep-
tember, 1922, than the state’s attorney
of Cook county came to my chambers
and personally pledged himself to see
to it that ‘‘no man or set of men’ in
politics would be permitted to stand in
the way of a full, fair and complete
investigation of ‘““the mess down at the
school board.”

“There isn't any one in that crowd
whom I care anything about or who
has any claim on me strong enough to
make me quit this inquiry—no matter
whom it may hit. And I'll say to you,
judge, that I'm going through rcgard-
less of Thompson, Lundin or any one
else who thinks he can Jtop this thing.”
Thus the public prosecutor of Cook
county assured me, apparently in all
earnestness.

“dMr. Crowe, I'm very glad to hear
you say that,” I replied, pointing from
the sixth-floor window of the Criminal
court building beside which we were
standing, “because outside there on that
Chicago skyline I can see now the
clouds gathering, the clouls that mean
a, storm of public opinion, against which
any man in public life in Couk county
could stand out as easily as he could
hold hack the waves of Lake Zfichigan.
Crowe can’t stop this investigation—~Ma-
Kinley couldn’t stop it and Crowe and
McKinley together couldn’t kill it or
curb it in the face of the puklic senti-
ment that is aroused. There isn’t any
one big enough tu do it, but you and
I can keep that grand jury free from
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the influence that would kill it and we
will try to.”

That was Wednesday, Sept, 9, 1922
—two days after I assumed the chief
justiceship.

Eftective Exposure for Time.

There began at once what was for a
time the most effective exposure of the
plundering of a public trust since the
days of the Tweed ring in New York
city. Attorney Isajah T. Greenacre,
counsel for the Chicago Teachers’ fed-
eration and veteran of many investiga-
tions in the venalties of vicious politi-
cians in the public schools, had entered
the inguiry as a special prosecutor ap-
pointed by the state's attorney as an
evidence of good faith, following Miss
Margaret Haley’'s sensational statement
concerning the silver teapot cutside the
grand-jury rouvmm and her challenge to
the prosecutor.

TUnder the direction of Greenacre and
George E. Gorman, second assistant to
the state’s attorney, to whom WMisa
Haley had directed her challenge to
“take the lid off the silver teapot and
find ¢ut who filled it and what was in
it,”” no investigation could have been
more thorough and complete—for the
first month or two. Sensation followed
sensation as the probe went deeper and
deeper, day by day and the whole rotien
cancer that had spread through a sick-
ened school system began to be exposed
to the radium light of a publicity that
was pitiless.

Many Indictments Retuarned.

Indictments for the board of educa-
tion trustees, its attorney, business
manager, purchasing agent, superin-
tendent of construction, assistant chief
engineer, coal contract clerks, and ex-
aminer of printing as well as for those
contractors, school supply sellers, coal
merchants, phonograph ‘“‘promoters”
and miscellaneous bidders for *“‘school
business” whom the grand jury found
‘““‘probable cause” to charge with the
“boodling” of wupwards of $1,000,000,
were found and returned.

Then hegan the big backfire from a
spoils system strongly intrenched and
well supplied with the sinews of war—
a silent, sinister war in the beginning.

Up to the moment when two officials
of the school-engineers-custodians’ union
were sentenced to six months each in
the county jail for contempt for refus-
ing to answer the grand jurors’ ques-
tions concerning what was done with
“the silver teapot fund.” and another
fund said to have been “~pent for legis-
lative purposes in the Illinois senate

and house of representatives” — there
was nothing in the conduct of the in-
quiry to be caviled at.

The lifting of ‘“‘the 1lid on the silver
teapot” presented to Albert H. Sever-
inghaus, vice-president of the school
board, and said to have been filled with
a fund raised by the school engineers
to reward those who made a six-
months’ retroactive increase in wages
possible, was powerful in its effects,
Everywhere in Chicago there were the
evidences +that amusement among
Thompson-Lundin leaders in the city
hall-and in other offices—had turned
to annoyance, anxiety, alarm!

Backfire on Jurors.

The translation into action of the
same secret, sinister character as the
things they were investigating, was in-
stantaneous, in its insidious effect upon
the grand jurors, many of them wage-
earners who were giving their morn-
ings to their work and the afternoons
to extended sessions of the school in-
vestigation, frequently lasting Ilong
hours. These were the first to feel the
effect of the backfire from “big guns”
in a battery of boodlers who “knew how
to reach any one.”

Six or seven jurors were called in by
their immediate superiors and told to
“oet off the grand jury-—or get an-
other job!” Others, businessmen, were
told over the telephone and in devious
ways to “watch out for civil suits
from all those fellows you are indict-
ing"—another told to bid for a school
carpet-cleaning contract, which it was
hinted was ‘“his for the asking.”

An intimation that he ‘“could get a
lot of city insurance contracts—maybe
as much as $50,000 a year,” was con-
veyed to one keen and -courageous
grand juror through o city official,
then in the mayor’s cabinet. That juror,
Carl A. Baumann, an insurance broker
and agent for a big eastern company,
refused to be bribed in any such fash-
ion and reported his refusal to me, fol-
lowing which wheels were set in motion
that made him the intended victim of
a “frame-up” by “a blonde woman,”
reminiscent of the character-assassin’s
conspiracy against Clarence Funk, the
International Harvester company's of-
ficial, who figured in the famous Lori~
mer case.

Shadosved by Newmark Agent.

Shortly thereafter a ‘“shadow’” set
upon Baumann was identified as Rob-
ert J. Cochrane, nominal head of the
Cochrane Secret Service, a detective
agency operated by the busy Ben New-
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mark, former chief investigator for the
state’s attorney, a storm center in the
“eambling-war’ controversy between
the prosecutor and Chief of Police Flitz-
morris, since then appointed to the
specially-created position of assistant
state fire marshal for Cook county, and
still later sentenced to six months in
the Lake county jail for refusal to an-
swer questions concerning the alleged
Small “jury-fixing.”

Cochrane, called before the grand
jury, readily admitted the “shadowing””
of Baumann and the apparent attempt
to discredit the juror im his home
neighborhood, but refused to tell who
hired him! He was sentenced to the
county jail and a summons for New-
mark was sent out at the instance of
the court. The former chief sieuth for
the state’s attorney fled in a fashion to
which the public has since become ac-
customed—but finally was brought be-
fore the jury only to deny all knowl-
edge of the identity of the “client” who
commissioned his agency to do the
“‘shadowing.”

His was the agency that did all the
“gecret service” work for Gov Small at
the trial of the executive on charges of
conspiracy to convert interesf on state
funds. It also has conducted “confiden-
tial” investigations for the state’s attor-
ney.

Other Attacks on Inguiry.

There were many other mischievous
and malicious attempts to undermine
the morale of the grand jury and to
discredit its work in ways that were
Gark and tricks that were, for the :nost
part, vain, They were met by the men

themselves and through the newspa-
pers, whose editors were fully informed
of what was going on, uand by thne
court. - .

Employers of wage earners on the
jury responded to an appeal for support
of the investigation, published in all
papers at my request, and in everyin-
stance recognized the prior right of the
public to the time and efforts of the
men who were performing a notable
service,

Only the Opening Skirmish.

All of this, however, was only the
opening skirmish in an incredible cam-
paign of calumny, a part of a well-de-
fined, carefully conceived conspiracy to
kill the graft inquiry long before it had
led into the quarters to which it came
after the public prosecutor of Cook
county removed himself from the in-
vestigation, with the consent of the
court and grand jury—and the attor-
ney-general of Illinois was called in to
continue and complete the worlk.

Of the circumstances and considera-
tions which caused Mr. Crowe to re-
qguest to be relieved of control of the
school-graft inquiry, I shall speak in
another article. There have been many
crises in the conflict between this grand
jury and “influence” that failed to kill
its effectiveness, even when funds to
finish its work were refused by the
county board a few months ago.

It has been the fate of this grand
jury to be forced to fight for its life
from almost the very beginning, and it
has been the fortune of the court and
the community that this indeed has
pmvved itself to be a fighting grand
jury!

A Showdown.

ARTICLE XTIV,

Adroitly it has been made to appear
at various times since State's Attorney
Crowe ceased to function with the spe-
cial grand jury that certain of his pow-
ers, privileges and duties imposed by
the statutes and his oath of office were
“usurped” by Attorney-General Brund-
age at the arbitrary order of the chief
justice of the Criminal court and the
grand jury.

In contradicting this carefully culti-
vated impression there can be no con-
troversy created for the reason that "he
original letter, signed by the public
prosecutor and sent to me on the night

of Nov. 3, 1922, in which the state’s at-
torney asked the court to supplant him
in the school-graft investigation with a
“gualified member of the bar which it
would be advisable for your honor to
select without suggestion from me,” is
before the writer.

Liet it be understood, therefore, that
the abandonment of the special grand
jury’s inguiry into school atfairs by the
public prosecutor of Cook county ante-
dated by almost a week any appearance
of the attorney-general or his assistants
before the jury and in addition, specif-
ically relinquished responsibility “or
the prosecution of some forty indict-
ments then pending.
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