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(Confession)

ETATENEDRNT
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RI1ICEARD & L B & R I L OEB ,

Made in the office of the State's Attorney of Cook
County, Criminal Court Building, Chicago, Illinois, on
Saturday, May 31, 1924, at 4:00 o'clock A. M,

- - - - - - — - - - - - — - - — - - - - -

Present: John gbarbaro, Assistant State's
Attorney;
Captain William Schoemaker;

F. A. Sheeder, Shorthand Reporter.
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$h. SRAREARO: @ BSbats your fullinaus.

A Richard Albert Loeb.

Q@ Where do you live, Mr. Loeb? A 5pl7 Ellis
avenue.

Q@ What is your occupation? A Student.

Q Where are you a student? A University of Chicago.

Q@ How o0ld are you? A Eighteen.

Q You know now that you are in the office of the
State's Attorney of Cook County?

A Y#s.

@ And you want to make a statement of your own free
will? A Yes.

Q@ Calling your attention to the 2lstday of May,

just tell us in your own words if you know'of any-

= R S S s




2g

thing unusual relative to the disappearance of
Robert Franks,

A~ On the 21st of May, Leopold and myself---

Q@ what is his full name? A Nathan Leopold, Junior —
and myself intended to kidnap one of the younger
boys from the Har.ard School.

© Where had you planned this kidnaping?

A You mean what?

@ Where had you discussed it firgt? A Oh, I don't
know, I don't remember, I don't remember when it first
came up.

Q@ Well, approximately, how long before the 2lst
day of May had you discussed it?

A Oh, & month and a half, I should say, or two months,
a month and a half or two months.

Q@ A1ll right; go ahead.

A It was broached -- the plan was broached by Nathan
Leopold, who suggested that as a means of having a
great deal of excitement, together with getting
quite a sum of money.

Q And adventure, as you would say?

A Yes. We plannz=d the thing quite carefully,
every detail was planned. His car---

Q What kini of a car does Nathan Leopold have}
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A A Willys-Knight sport model, red in color.
His car is very donspicuous;=ind for that reason we
deemed 1t inadvisable to use it, and therefore decided
to get a car-- rent a car from the Rent-a-Car peopls;
8130 in view of the fact tﬁat such a car, if obtained
under & false name, would not be incriminating, wsre
it to be discovered in connection with the crime.

Q So what did you do in connection with the car?

A S o, in order to agssume a false name and a real

’
identity, we went and Leopold deposited £100 at
the Hyde Park State Bank under the name of Morton
D. Ballard fromPeoria. Following out the same plan,
I went down to the Morrison and registered unier
the name of Morton D.Ballard, carrying with me a
sultcase, an old suitcase tontaining some bookd.

Q Where did you get the books?

A From the University of Chicago library.

Q@ And the purpose of taking th%%e books in that

suitcase to the Morrison Hotel was,lead them to be-

lieve that you really intended to live there?

A Yes.
Q@ And had some clothing of some kind? A Yo
We addressed several letters to the Morrison Hotel

under the name of Morton D. Ballard.
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Q So that you might r eceive them?

A S0 that we might receive them; and on the follow-
ing day I went and got thoss letters.,

Q That is, you would call for those letters on the
following day? A Yes, the day after that; and I
am practically certain that is what it was, it was the
third day— the day after we went -- pardon me — down
to the Rent-a-Car people.

Q@ Tor the purpose of fixing the time, that wgs ahout
when ?

A Eleven o'clock in the morning.

Q I mean, about the 20th day of April? A Yes.

I am not sure of the time; I mean the date; Iwouldh't

swear to that. The 20th of April, how long is that?
Q0 Just about a month before.
: alone
A Yes, about a month. Le@old went in,with

$400 in his pocket, which I had drawn from my account

at the Hyde park State Bank, and with the letters

sent to Morton D. Ballard at the Morrison, as with

also his check book— not check book, his bank book

from the Hyde Park State Bank. He told the Rent-a-Car
paoble that he was a salesman new on the route, that

was the first time he had covered this district, he

was a salesman from Peoria, and that the only person
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he knew in Chicago was a Mr., Louis Mason. He
told them this, because the Rent-a-Car people demand
Tthree in-town references in order to take out a car.
However, he wanted to peréuade them to give him the
car, anyhow, in view of the fact that he was new,
and that Mr. Louis Mason would vouch for him, and
also because he would be willing to deposit $400
there if necessary, in order to get the car. I was
or cigar store,

posted in a little restaurant,on Wabash avenue —-~
do you want the exact name?

Q@ Yes, if you recall the address.

A This cigar store is a little bit north of 1léth
gtreet, ocn the west wide of Wabash avenue. I went
in this cigar store and sat near the public phone
booth, whose number Leopold had{ and he told them
this number was the number of Mr. Louis Mason.. The
Rent-a-Car people called up, and 1 immediatel y answered
the phone and told them that I was Mr. Mason.

Q@ You are in this cigar store, now, or in the
vicinity of 16th street, near the Rent-a-Car people?

A Yes.

Q And you placed youmrself at the booth?

A Yes. The phore rang, and I immediately answered

the phone, and the Rent-a-Car people asked me if 1



was Mr, Louis gason. I saia yes. ﬁhey asked me
if I knew Mr. Morton D. Ballard of Peoria. I said
yés. They asked me if he was dependable. I said,
"Absolutely dependable." That was the end of the
conversation.

Q You were then posing as Mr. Ballard?

A No, I was posing as Mr. Louls Mason. Leopold
succeeded in getting the car, and told the Rent-a-Car
people to forwmard the identification card which they
demand as necgessary to get a car any time without the
trouble of zetting references over again, and every-
thing — he asked them to forward this identification
card to the Morrison Hotel.

We took the car out that morning at eleven
and returned it st four. Then we went down to the
Morrison Hotel, and I went inside to check out. I
went up to the room, andi found the suitcases had dis-
appeared from the room.

Q@ You have reference to the suitcase which you had
taken in there when you registered ?

A yYes. I realized then that the ﬁaid must have
gotten suspicious, due to the fact that the bed had

.uot been s8lept in either night, and with her sus-

picions aroused that she had opened the suitcase and



found only those books in the suitcase. Therefore,
I immediately left the room:and left the hotel.
We then phoned the Rent-a-Car people and told them
to forward the identification card to the Trenier
Hotel. 7

Q That 1is located where?

A At the corner of Oakwood boulevard and Grand.

Q@ Did any mail come forth from the conversatiomp

A No. 1In order to assume some sort of an identity
there, Leopold went in and t§1d them that he was
Morton D. Ballard, that he had intended stoppincat
the Trenier, but that he was na going to, and that if
any letters came for him there, they should hold
them there at the Trenier Hotel. We mailed two
letters to the Trenier Hotel, to Mr.Morton D. Ballard,
at the Trenier Hotel, in order that the clerk wodd
think that there was someone expecting mail there,
30 that when the card came from the Rent-a-Car
people, it would be safe. However, neither the
card from the Rent-az-Car people nor, curiously
enough, our own letters which we know we had mailed
to the Trenier Hotel, arrived thers.

Q Now, on the 21st day of May, 1924, just tell

where you met Leopold andi what happened. State it



in your own words.

A On the 218t of May, I met Leopold out of school
2t eleven o'clock=— wait a minute — perhaps I better
start s#ith the 20th of May.

Q Very well.

A On the 20th of May Leopold and I purchased at
two hardware stores on Cot tage Grove avenue, some
rope —

Q@ In what vicinity was that?

A Cottage Groge avenus. Both of the hardware stores,
I believe, although I am not certain, were somewhere
out there shortlymorth of 43rd street. The nardware
store whers we purchased the rope was further north
than the hardware store where we purchased the chisel.
I purchased, myself, alone, both the chisel and rppe.
We then proceeded down the street to a drug store,
where Leopcld tried to purchase hydrochloric acid.

He was unsuccessful at that drug store, so went a
little bit further south, I don't know the exact
number, where he succeeded in purchasing a bottle of
hydrochloric acid.

Q Where did you get the gags?

A The cags were at Leopold's house.

51 Q You didn't get them on the same day that you
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purchased the chisel and the hydrochloric acid and
rope, did you?

A We got them ready at his house.

Q All right. After purchasinz these different articles,
what did you do?

A We proceeded to his house, wherc we got everything
in readiness, some ether that he had at his house, the
ropes and the rags to be used as gags, the chisel
which he bound with adhesive tape on the sharp end,
some hip boots that I believe belonged to his brother--

Q@ Where did you get those hip boots?

A I believe they belonged to his brother; they
were at his house.

2 This is all, now, with reference to the 20th day?

A ves. Ever thing was gotten in readiness.

I believe also on that day the various notes and
telephone messages — pardon me, the various notes were
#sritten on the typewriter for Mr. Franks.

Q Did you see him write any notes on the type-
writer?

A Yes, I saw him write all of then.

Q@ What notes do you have reference to? A I have

- reference to the note demanding the $10,000 in ranson.

Q@ What kind of a typewriter was that?



A An Underwood portable typewriter.

Q@ On a portable Underwood typearizer?

A Yes.

Q And what was the essence of that note? A The
essence of that note demanded 410,000, and told Mr.
Franks that his son was safe, specified a certain
way in which that money should be wrapped, in a cigar
box, told Mr. Franks that everything would be all right,
the son waould be returned to him within six hours, if
he ocbeyed our instruction s; but thatﬁif he disobeyed
any of the instructions, that his son would be killed.

Q Now, who composed that noe?

A The note was composed jointly.

Q And it was typed by Leopold ?

A Yes.

2 Do you recall the words used in that note, to

the best of your recollection what were they ?

A "Dear Sir: You no doubt know by this time that
your son has been kidnaped. Please follow our in-
structions carefully and nothing will happen to him.
If you don't follow our instructions to the letter,
you will never sse your son again." Then thera was

a number, 1, andi "Go down to the bank and get ten

thousand" — no, that wasn't i$; wait a minute.



the number 1 was, "Do not communicate sith the
police; if you have already done 80, plecase do not
mention this letter." "No. 2." "Go down to the
bank ani get $10,000 in old bills. Be sure that
the bills are old.*

Q@ Did youspecify any denominations?

A Yes;"any new or marked »ills will be noticed.
Get $2,060 in twenty dollar bills; and 8,000 in
fifty dollar bills. * 3. "Be home by one o'clock.
Do not let ths phone be used."

Q Is that all?

There was

A L8t the end, I don't remember.

Q Do you recall any other note that was written that
day ?

A T think the other two notes were written on that
same day. All the notes a?d telephone messages had
been written in a rough'draft some days before that,
80 that all that was done on Tuesday, as I remember,
#as to copy those things. I dictated while Leopold
typewrote.

at school
Proceeding to the 21st, I met Leopold,at eleven.
W
Q@ That is oR the 21st day?

A yes, We went downtown —--
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Q Ian whose car?

A In his Willys-Knight, parking the car on 1%th
street just east of Michigan Boulevard, on the south
side of the street. Leopold went to the Rent-a-=Car
people again, carrying his letters supposedly to
Morton D, Ballard, and sufficient money.

Q The purpose of the letters was to show he was
identified? 7

A yes. He told the Rent-a-Car people that he had
not received the identification card, but that he
would like to take out the car. They offered no ob-
Jection; soafter a short time he received his caf,
thch was & Willys-Knight five-passenger touring car,
blue in color, with ho further identification marks.
In other words, there were no wind shields. In other
words, the car was equipped with only the stahndard
eguipment. He passed by me down 1l6th street---no,
pardon me. I 84w him coming in the car, and as
prearranged, jumped into his car and went to Kramer's
restaurant at the corner of 35th and Cottage.

Q And what did you do with Leopold's car?

A We parked both cars at Kramert's, and proceeded to

put up the side curtains on theeWillys-Knight.

Q That you hadi rented from the Rent-a-Car people?



A Yes. e ate lunch at Kramer's, and left Kramer's---

Q@ About what time was 1t-when you left Xramer's?

A About one.

Q And you left in whose car? A We leftwithboth
cars.

Q And the curtsins up on the Willys-Knight that
you had gotten from the Rent-a-Car people?

A Yes.

Q And where did you go from there? A We parked
Leopold's car at his garage, whichis situated in back
of his house; I driving the Rent-a-Car Willys. He

jolned me immediately after having disposed of his
car, and we went out to Jackson Park, where we parked
for, I should judge, between three quarters of an
hour and an hour, becausge we wanted to wait until
the Harvard School let out before starting any oper-
ations.

At about 2;15 we left Jackson Park and drove
in the Willys to Ingleside avenue, where we parked
Just south of an alley on the east side of the street.

Q Did you have at that time in this car in which
you were riding ani which you parked down by the
alley around Ingleside there, the hydrochdoric acid

and the boots, rope and chisel?
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A Yes, sir ; we had all that. I think, now
that I come to think about it, that when he went to
the garage to dispose of his car, I followed him in
the other Willys, and we changed ‘the contents of his
car.

Q Meaning the hydrochloric acid, the boots, rope,
gag and chisel?

A Yes, to the Rent-a-Car people car.

Q@ Now, you are down thers on Ingleside avenue wait-
ing for the kids to come out of the Harvard School ?

A Yes. I walked over to the Harvard School to re-
cdnnoiter.

Q@ And that is about what time?

A Just about twoswenty.

Q@ Yo are over there for the purpose of reconnoiter-
ing? A Yes, sir.

Q Go ahead, A I talked to a fellow
by the name of (Cease.

Q@ Who is this man Cease?

A He 1s the tutor who takes out-the children.

Q@ After classesq : A In the a fternoon, to
supervise their play. I talked to him for a few

momMents, and tanen talked to a young bey by the name

Cr
- J
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Q@ What did you talk to Cease about?

A I don't remember.

Q Then you talked with whom else? A With a little
boy by the name of Levinson, John Levinson, whom I
knew. I just ésked Levinson sbout his baseball ganme,
and 80 forth and so on.

I left Harvard School, then, that is, I left--
pardon me, I left the back, the playground where I
had been talking to Cease and to Levinson, and went
out in front of the Harvard School, wher= I met my
little brother, who attends that school. I talked
to him for a short time, and then Leopold came down
Ellis Avenue on the west side of the street, and
whistled for me to come over. He walked down
the alley leading to Ingleside, the same alley near
which the car was parked, and told me that there
were some children playinz on Ingleside avenue that
he thought may e possible prospects.

Q For kidnaping?

A For kidnaping, yes. We decided, however, not
to get them, and walked down Drexel Boulevard to
where we saw a group of children playing on a vacant
lot at the corner, — the southeast corner of Drexel

58 and §49th street. We watched these boys and noticed



that Levinson was amongst them.

Q WwWhat 1s his first name? John Levinson?

A I think so. We went back to the car, got the
car and drove to the west side of Drexel, opposite
to where the children were playing. We looked to
see if we could recognize them from that distance,
but it was very difficult; so we walked down to 50th
street, and around 50th street through an alley
where we could watch them more olosely. Even from
there, however, it was impossible to watch them very closely
unless we showed ourselves; so we decided to go back
to his car, drive over to his house and get a pair
of bird glasses.

Q Youmean field glassés?

A Well, yes, field glasses, — and watch the children
through the field glasses. This we did. While
he was getting the field glasses T went to a drug
store on the corner of 47th and Ellis, where I
looked up the address of Mr. Levinson, so that we
wouid be able to tell where John lived. I 3nal~»
dentally bought a couple of packages of Dentyne
chewing gum at that drug store.

I picked Leopold up immediately after that

with the field glasses, and we went over to the
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same place om Drexel Boulevard. We watched the
children some more through the field glasses, and
noted that Levinson with a group of some af the
other children went down the alley way out of sight.
We didn't think that he had gone home,so remained
watching. But when, after quite a while, he didn't
show up, we came to the conclusion that he might

have gone home.

I went to look for him in the alley, but didn't
see him, and saw Cease leaving with the rest of his
children;

We shen went to a corner lot at the corner of
43th and Greenwood, the northeast corner, ﬁhe:e John
Coleman and Walter Baer's sons were playing base-
hall. We watched them for a hittle while, then went
domn to see if Levinson had gone home, passed his
house and found that he was not there or playing on
the street. We returned down Lake Park avenue,
passed the lot where the Coleman boy was playing,
and went into Leopold's house to watch the children
play-from one of the windows therse. We didn't stay
there long, but left,and drove down Drexel to go

past this lot where Levinson had been playing; turned,

and went down Hyde Park Boulevax}, turned and went north
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on Ellis avenue. All this time I was driving.

We proceeded north on Ellis avenue until we caught

a glimpse of Robert Franks, coming south on the

west side of Ellis avenue. As we passed him, he

was just cominc across or past 43th street. e turned
down 48th street anditurned the car around, Leopold
getting into the back seat. I drove the car, then,
south on Ellis avenue, parallel to where young Franks
was, stopped the car, and while remaining in my

seat, opened the front door and called to Franks that
I would give him a ride home. He said no, he

would just as soon walk; but I told him that I would
like to talk to him about a tennB racket; so he got
in the car.

We proceeded south on Ellis awnue, turned east
on 50th street, and just after %me® we turned oiff
El1lis avenue, Leopold reached his arm around young
Franks, grabbed his mouth and hit him over the head
with the chisel. Ivelieve he hit him several times,
I do not know the exact number. He began to bleed
and was not entirely unconscious, he was moaning. I
proceeded further east on 50th, and turned, I believe

at Dorchester. At this point Leopold---

Q What time was 1it?
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A This was around five o'clock, I don't know the
exact time. At this time Leopold grabbed Franks
and carrisd him over back of the front seat and threw
him on a rug in the car. He then took one of the
rags and gagged him by sticking it down his throat,
I believe. TWe proceeded down Dorchester, and then at
Leopold's direction drove into the country. I
think we drove either out Jeffery Road or South
Shore Drive; I think it was Jeffery Road, I am not
acqusainted with the district out ther:=, and drove
slowly at his directions, and that plus the fact of my
excitement, accounts for my not being able to tell
any of the places where we drove. However, we drove
until we were at a deserted road which led off the
main road somewhere before . the Indiana line. We
turned down this road,but it was only for — it was
only a road for a short distance, and ended in a
blank. This Leopold knew, butw wanted to take it,
because it was s0o deserted.

We turned around; and as we turned around he,

seeing that Franks was unconscious, climbed into the
front seat. Up to that time he had been watching

him from the back seat.. He had covered him up with

the robe that we had brought along, the robe also
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belonging to Leopold. fie then drove further south
on the main highway, until we turned at a road which
I believe leads to Gary. We went down this road a
ways, amd then turned off the road on another deserted
road, this deserted road leading north. Wie followei
that for only a short distance, then turned down
another deserted road leading west. e stopped
the car, got out, removed young Franks' shoes, hid
them in some bushes and removed his pants and stock-
ings, placing them in the car. We did4 this in order
that we might be saved the trouble of too much un-
dressing him later on. We also left his belt
buckle and belt wit%tghoes, not in the same place, but
very near there,
We then proceeded to drive around back and

for th and back and forth.

Q Waiting for it to get dark?

A Waiting for it to get dark. We stopped at a
l1ittle sandwich shop on the road, and Leopold got
out and purchased a couple of redhot sandwieshes and
two bottles of root beer. We then kept driving more
and more, untillit was fairly dusk.

Then Leopold wanted to make a phone call---

the phone call had nothing to do with the Franks
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case—= he made this phone call from a drug store
situated on the northeast corner of one of the
intersecting streets meeting this main highway, the
name of which I do not know. The important thing

is that I parked the car on this side street facing
weslf, parallel to the tracks. The drivert's seat
is on theleft of the car. Therefore, I was nearewst
to the drug store. He got out of the car, went to
the drug store and made his phoné call. In return-
ing, he came straight to the car, so that he hit the
door that I was sitting at, rather than the door next
to the Wacant seat, and he said, "Slip over and let
me drive for a while", which I did.

He drove the car. We again proceeded down the
thoroughfare,waiting for it to get dark. I remember
we turned up one road which he %?1d led to Indianapolis,
and then back again, and finally,:irove the car to a
place where he knew which was near this culvert.

We had both investigated the culvert on a previous
Journey out there scme weeks before.

Q When you had planned it, you mean?

A Yes. We dragged the body out of the car, put

the body in the robe and carried it over to the cul-

vert, Leopcld carried the feet, I carried the head.
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We deposited the body near the culvert, and undressed
te body completely.
Our original sceme had been to etherize the

boy to death.

0 Wherme did you pour the hydrochloric acid on him?

A Right there. The scheme for etherizing him
originated through Leopold, who evidently has some
knowledge of such things, and he said that that would
be the easiest way of putting him to death, and the
least messy. This, however, we found unnecessary,
because the boy was qQuite dead when we took him
there. We knew he was dead, by the fact that rigor
mortis had set in, and also by his eyes; and then
when at that same time we poured this hydrochxloric
acid over him, we noticed no tremor, not a single
tremor in his body; therdbre, we were sure he was dead.
Eeopold put on higjgoots, taking off his coat in
order to do this, and took the body and stuck it head
first---

CAPTAIN SCHOEMAKER: Was it dark at that time?

A Yes. Stuck it headfirst into the culvert.

I might say that at this time it was fairly dark,

but still not pitch black, so that we were able to

work without a flashlight.
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MR. SBARBARO: Q How far did you have to carry the
body, from the time you got off the machine until you
dropped it down into or near the culvert?

A I should say about a city block and a half; I
don't knowe.

Q How did you carry it, in this blanket?

A In the blanket, yes. That i1s, we had the blanket
in sort of, as you might use a stretcher.

Q Well, then, you put the body right down into the
culvert? A Yes.

Q@ And you poured your hydrochloric acid on it ?

A Before we put it down in the culvert.

Q And then what did you do?

A Then I went to the opposite side of the culvert,
where the water runs out, and where you can get at the
water very easily, where I washed my hands which had
become bloody through carrying the body.

Q The head had bled very freely?

A Yes, the head had bled quite freely, I wouldn't
say very freely, but quite freely. There was quite a
bit of blood; the blanket or robe was quite saturated
#ith blocd. We then left, taking the robe we used,

as also the clothing of young Franks, and we started

GG homeward, and Leopold stopped to call up his folks and
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to tell them that he would be slightly detained.
This T should judge w+as about nine o'clock. We
then stopped at a drug store somewhere in the neigh-
borhood, where I locked up the address of Jacob Franks
and the telephone number, and at the same time Leopold
printed the address onthe envelope.
We then proceeded toward home---

@ You drove out to Gary, didn't you, before you got
to the culvert?

A No, I don't think we ever entered Gary.

Q@ Well, near Gary?

A Well, near Gary.

Q But it was near Gary, though, when you stripped
the kid of the shoes? A Yes.

Q And his pants and stockings?

A Yes

Q In what vicinity were yu when Leopold made this
first phone call? A I think that we were in the town
of Hammond. The road we were on led north andisouth,
I am practically positive. s

Q Did you make the change at the whecl there?

A That is where we alternated the drive.

Q And what did you do at that end of the machine?

A Do you want me to go on with this?
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Q@ Yes, finish with what you started.

A I am not sure whethér we posted the letter before
or after destroying Franks' clothing. However, what
we did do was to go over to my house,where we bhurned

- the clothing in the furnace.

Q Did you burn the blanket, too, in which you haé
the clothing wrappedl

A WMo, the blanket was placed in a little hiding
place near the greenhouse at my house. After baving burned
the clothing, we proceeded to get a pail, soap and
brush, and to the best of our ability in the dark to
try and wash out the car of the blood stains. The
car at this time, when we were washing out the blood
stains, was parked on 50th street, near the greenhouse.
I think that we probably mailed the letter, the
ransom letter to Mr. Franks, before we burned the
clothing —~ no, I don't know, at that.

¥R, SCHOEMAKER: Q Where was it mailed at?

A The letter wasmailed right opposite from the Hyde
Park post office, and I think was mailed, — in fact, I
am quite sure was mailed before the clothing was des-
troyed.

Q When would that be, about? A That would be about

G] ten o'clock, or a quarter to ten, at the Hyde Park
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station. Immediately after having destroyed
the clothes, washed the car and hid the blanket, we

proceeded to a drug store on the northeast corner

"of either Greenwoocd or Woodlawn, on 47th street,

where Leopold phoned Mrs. Franks, telling her that
her son had been kidnaped.

We then parked the car just north of wher;
reopold lives, on Greenwood avenue, non the west side
of the street, and entered the Leopold home.

Leopoid took home his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs.
Schwab. I sat with Mr. Leopold for a while, until
Leopold came back. Then we drank a while, played
cards, and then we left, he taking me home in his own
car, which he had taken from the garage in order to
take his aunt ard uncle hone,

Q what time was it, about, then?

A About ten-thirty, I should judge.

On the way home, we threw the chisel out of the
car on Greenwood avenue, some place between 4&th and
50th. He tock me home.

The next morning he came over to my house,
arouni eleven-thirty—--

MR. SBARBARO: Q Was that the day that yowdisposed

of the other articles, like the linderwood 7
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A No, this was the next day after the crime.
The next day Leopold came over to my house at about
eleveh—thirty, and I dressed and selected a black
overcoat and hat of my father's to wear for the af-
ternoon. I left them home and went out with Leopold,
dressed as I usually do. We went to the CQOpef-
Carlton for lunch, where we had lunch with Richard
Rubel, the three of us together.

Immediately after lunch we went over to my
house; I chanzed my overcoat and cap for the black
overcoat and cap or hat of my father's. We went over
to Leopold's and there I changed overcoats again,
selecting an overcoat that was less conspicuous that
happened to be lying around the hallway there. We
then took the rented car, the Willys-Knight, which
had been parked all night at that same place, and
drove it around to the garage, where we attempted to
wash out the blood stains with scap =and water.

Q Was that Leopold's garage?

A Yes. Leocpold's chauffeur came out, and we told
him that we were washing out marks of wine from the
car.

Q You had refercence to the red bloodstains then

didn't you?
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A Yes. Upon leaving Leopld's, we proceed down
town in both the Willys-Knights, I driving the rented
car, Willys-Knight, We stopped at the corner of
Oakwood and Vincennes; we both of us got out of the
car and went to the corner of Pershing Road and
Vincennes, where there is a "Keep the City Clean" hox.
We left a note in this "Keep the City Clean" box,
reading to this effect: That Mr. Franks was to come--
was to go immediately to the Bogert de Ross or
something drug store at the corner of 63rd and
Blackstone, and wait there in a specified phone
booth for a phone call, However, the letter
did not stick to the "Keep the City Clean" box with
the stickers we had provided for it; and fearing
that it might blow away, or somebody might open
the box and have it blow away, we decided that the
best thinzg to do was to entirely omit this letter
from our calculations, and when we phoned Mr. Franks,
instead of telling hip to go to the "Keep the City
Clean" box where he would receive a note telling
him what further to do, to phone his house, telling
him to immediateIY%oto the Bogert de Ross drug store
on 63rd street.

After having pladed the letter in ‘the
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"Help XKeep the City Clean" box, we proceeded down
town in both cars. We parked Leopold's Willys-
Knight on Wabash avenue near 14th street, and pro-
ceeded to the Illinois Central station in the Rent -
a-Car Willys Knight. We stopped ther= and I went
out and purchased a tickdt to Michigan City, and a
berth, wearing glasses, in order to disguise myself,
as also the black hat and overcoatsi At two-thirty,
the three o'clock train which runs on the Michigan
Central ag far as Boston is made up. Therefore,
at two-thirty, I went down to the train, got on the
train and left a note which we had prepared, in the
box provided for telegraph blanks.

This note instructed Mr. Franks to go im-
mediately to the back platform of the train, to watch
the east side of the track, and to wait until he had
entirely passed the first lérge red brick factory with

a water tower on top of it, with the word "Champion"
written onithe water tower; after he had completely
passed this water tower or this factory, he was to
count five qQuickly, and throw the package as far east
a8 he could.

At the same time, while I was placing the

letter on the train, Leopold was phoning the Yellow



Cab Company to send a cab to Franks', and alsc tell=-
ing Franks to zo to the Bogert de Ross drug store.

We jumped in our car immediately. It was then
about two-thirty-three. We drove quickly to 67th
gstreet and Stony Island, parking the car on the south-
west corner of 67th and Stony $sland. We got out of
the car and noticed a newstand that was there, where
papers were on sale, showing that an unidentified nude
boy had been found out around 1l21st and Railroad
avenue at the Pennsylvania tracks. We had intended
phoning Mr. Franks from the Walgreen drug store at the
southeast corner of 67th and Stony Island; we haa in-
tended phoning him to the Bogert de Ross drug stores,
telling him to get on this train, to purchase a
ticket to Michigan city, and to look in Car 507 for
the communication which would tell him or which would
give him further instructions.

We debated then what we should do, in view
of the boy's body having been discovered. I was not
very anxious to go on with the matter, but Leopold
persuaded me to go ahead with the thing. So he phoned
Mr. Franks at the Bogert de Ross drug store, and

finding out that Mr. Franks was not there, we went

g to another drug store further south on Stony Island,
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where he again phoned theVBogert de Ross drug store,
again finding out that Mr, Franks was not there.

Wie then realized that the body had been
identified as that of Robert Franks, and that any fur-
ther attempt to get the m-ney would only result in
failure. We therefore immediately went down town
to the Rent-a-Car place, and Leobold took in the car.
I stayed outside, in the Willys-Knight, -- in the red
Willys, which had been parked there.

I then returned home, got home about five,
and was told of the Franks murder by our chauffeur,
who showed me one of the newspapers. Nothing else
ttranspired of importance until sSaturday night. Late

- Saturday night, around. two o'clock, I met Leopold at
a reatauran:fzg the garage, the Fashion Garage at
the corner of 51st and Cottage. He had this car, and
we took his car in which he had placed his typewritef,
the Underwood portable typewriter, upon which the letters
had been written, and we took the typewriter out of
the back trunk,-brought it into the front seat, and I
took a pair of pliers and pried off the keys, just
the very tips of the keys, where the imprints would

show. We took these keys in a little bundle

“4 and threw them off the bridge in Jackson Park, situated
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near the golden statute of Liberty. Then we took
the typewriter intact with case, and threw it off the
bridge leading to the outer harbor. In other words,
the bridge, the big stone bridsze with the pyramid
effect at all four corners of the bridge; it is the
bridge leading to the outer harbor. The typewriter
was thrown on the east side of the bridge.
The robe was then taken from its hiding place.
We went over to Leopold's garage and got some gasoline,
took the robe out on South Shor e Drive?f; little side
street connecting with the South Shore Drive, and
saturated the robe with gasoline and set fire to it.
That is all I have to tell about the murder
of Robert Fr anks.
Q And this statement that you have just made has
been made of your own free will?
A ~YE8. I just want to say that I offer nc excuse;
but that I am fully convinced that neither the idea
nor the act would have occurred to me, had it not been
for the suggestion: and stimulus of Leopold. Further-
more, I do not believe that I would have been capable

of having killed Franks.

This statement is made of my own volition.
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