Franks Dea

t Letter Like
~ Current Story in Magazine

Police crimimogolists, detectives whn hove made mames for themsclves in

their decp siudy of the bewildering muricr of Robert Franks, came lime an!
again back to the significant lelter recived by the father of the boy from the
* kidnopers.” This letter, with its fauiicss Engidah, s scholarly diction, bore

@ striking resemblance o severnl swia

tiory 0 §

story, " The Kidnaping Syndicate,” in the May 3 Lswe Of4he Detective Elory

Mogazine.
“ Look fJor the suspect wlth that

pretty nearly have the man who killed Rodert Franks!™

final decision after hours of siudy.

magpazineg in his posscasion, and yowll
was the deteciives |

JHere are both letters—the ome of fiction and the one of fact as received by
Mr. Franks—as detectives studied their similarily after James Gourtland,

secretary to Chief of Detectives Hughes, had arranged them side by side,  After five witnesses had been called |

yeateterday’ .
MAGCAZINE LETTER.
Your wife is in our custody, and,
50 long as your conduct toward us
warrants, she shall be treated with
every courtesy and respect, and, In
g0 far as the circumstances permit,
will be made comfortable. Any
'r:hann in this attiztude will be the
result of your own deflance 10 our
terms, which are:

1. That you make no appeal to
the police or to any private detec-
tive agency. In that event the
amount stated below is automatic-
ally doubled, and, let us assure
vou, it will avall you nothing and
only bring great angulsh Lo your-
self and wife.

2. Upon receipt of $50,000 in bills
of $10 and $20 denominations de-
livered at the place, the time, and
under the conditlons which Yyou
will receive later, Mrs. Griswold
will be returned to you within a
very few hours thersafter.

3. Acceplafice of these terms are
to be conveyed to us as follows:
You will leave your house tomor-
row morning wearing a white car-
nation on the lapel of your coat
and wear It all day.

4. Following this we shall send-
you further instructions as to how,
when, and where the money shall
be pald.

Tiug KIDKXAPING STYNDICATE.

nd closely
The paragraphs in the fiction and the fact leliers which correspo
e as the detectives arranged them. FEach prop-

are opposite and numbered olike,

ofition, it {s pointed out, ls dealt with in each

they are numbered I, 2, 3, elc.
And the actual death threat letter,

: ',Jn_l.l'n_lc-u.tlnn instructing you l'n ;o

. though couched in even more faultiess
rhedoric than the letter of the fiction writer, seems simply, paragraph by para-
graph, paraphrased from that author's work.

FRANKS LETTER.
As you no doubt know by this

Allow us to assure you that he is
at present well and safe._ * You
need fear no physical harm for him
provided you live up carefully to
the following instructions and such
others as you will receive by future
comnmuonications. Should you, how-
ever, disobey any of our instrnc-
tions, even slightly, his death will
be the penalty.

sl

1. For obvious reasons, make ab-
solutely no attempt to communi-
cate with elither the police authori-
ties or any private agency. 'Shnuh!
you already have communicated
with the police, allow them to con-
tinue their investigations, but do
not mention this letter.

2 Secure before noon today ten
thousand dollars ($10,000). This
money must be composed of OLD
BILLS of the following denomina-
tions:

$2.000 in $20 billls.

$3.000 In $50 bills.

The money must be old. Any
attempt to include new or marked
bills will render the entire venture

futlle.

3. Have the money with yofl pre-
pared as directed above and remain
at home after 1 o'clock p. m. Eee
that the telephone is not In use, ,

|

¢ You will recelve a future com-

vour future course. |
GEORGE JONNSON,

letter in consecutive order, as

e
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identified only by the filled teeth and
a belt buckle, It was recalled. Pre-
sumably young Franks had mot had
occasion to have any teeth tended by
a dentist; wherefore if left nude and
in the water long enough no one might
ever say positively that the remains
were those of Robert Franks,

Then, too, there was the memory of
Janet Wilkenson to actuate the police |
in searching the basement. She came
to her death through mistreatment by
a moron, Thomas Fiizgerald, and was
buried in a coal pile, .

b * Auto Tangible Clew.

.In. practically casting agldé “the’
lﬁ&ﬁt that Robert was ;ha-ﬂ?:uq:: of |
a male annoyer of boys, the police
deduced that he would not have en-
tered the automobile of a strange man
under the lure of money, a8 he never
knew the need of a dollar or a cent,
That he did get Into an automobile,
however, was the statement of 8§ boy
and was the only solution of his dis-
appearance from the street as he
walked homeward.

That suggested his meeting somé one
who knew his father and had revenge
in bis mind. Theng was no outcry re-
ported by any omne, indleating that
Robert climbed Into the automoblle
willingly or was smothered when
seizged. There was no fleld for ressarch,
however, s0 the detectivées centered
on the most plausible theory and most
nt:thpm kept to it.

Did They Frighten Kidnapers?

One suggestion was that the father
and Tormer Corporation Counsel Sam-
uel Ettelson had violated one. of the
expressed injunctions of the kidnap-

ers, that no attempt be made to notity |

the police or private detectives,
The father and Attorney Ettelson
wore n secret communication with the
police. There was no doybt yesterday
that the boy was dead at that Ume, as
Dr. Springer sald death occurred some
time previous to 9 p. m. Wednesday.

Then Thursday afternoon came the
|lulwhmu call to Mr. Franks, telling
‘him to get into a Yellow cab that was
[mt bim and go to a drug store on
63d street, where he would meet the
men to vhom he was to give the
money. '

I rgot the Address.

young becauso #f his voice, The caller

eddress furnished him and didn't go.
Within a few minutes he learned his
son's body had been recovered in the
swamp. -

It developed yesterday that the kid-
napers really expected him to go to
the address given. A checkup of drug
stores on 634 streét led to that owned
by C." M. Ross, 1465 E. 63d streot.
Percy Vard DeBogert, an assistant,
gsald he was called to the telephone at
3:30 p. m. by a man he Judged to be

L &

asked for Mr. Franks, requested the |
druggist to see If he were in the store. |
Ten minutes later the same volce
made, the same reguest. = .. . |

Typewriter a Clew,

The only other lipe of aclivity that
gave promise was in the endeavor to
trace the typewriter on wkhich the ex-
tortion letter was written  Assistant
State’s Attorney Cronson with Sergt.
Charles Egan devoted themselves ex-
clusively to this task. .

They got the sgervices of H. F. Sut-
ton, expert of the Royal Typewriter
company, a man of twenty<!x years
experience with typewriters @ Otners
had claimed the letter was written on
a Corona machine. Sutton sald iL was
written an an Underwood portable.

Eye Experis Called In.

Expert on eye-glagses were called
in to glve opinfons on the shell
rimmed glasses found near the boy's
body. It was the consensus that they
were women's glasses, the police first
ascertaining that the murdered boy
did not wear glasses,

| : ;

The boy. had been seen to disappear
about the time a Winton automobile
drove up alongside him. That was
anbout 5:15 p. m. Wednesday, after he
had umpired a ball game In the rear
playground of.the Harvard school. He
started to walk to his home from there,
about three blocks south, it was estab-
lished. then was seen no more,

Sergt. Edward Powers canvassed |
that pelghborhood and finally chanced
upon Irvin Hartman, 5117 Ellls ave:
nue, ‘s 10 year old playmate of the
Franka boys. He Bald Robert was a
hundred feet or 20 ahead of him on
the cast sidewalk of Ellis avenue, just
south of 48th street, and that he

!-

|

|
i

ton which appoarcd in &

L

turned to look into a yard containing
tullips. A few seconds later he looked |

He had thé money prepared. but In

ahead agaln and saw only the Win- |

ni= distracted state of mind forgot the. ton automobile speeding away, |

FRANKS INQUEST
AWAITS REPORT

FROM CHEMIST

Father Most Compose
Wan at-First Session.

the Inquest (nto the cause of the death
of Robert Franks was continued until

|QUERIES RACE |

THEORIES BASED |
ON BOY MURDER

!
|
!
1
I
i

' Detectives Puzzle Over
| Many €lews.

Here is a lst of guestions thal con
front the police in the murder of Rob-
ert Franks—questions which set it |

' down as one of the most baffling mys-,
 teries In the city's annals, Here are,
the only answers delectives thus far
are able to make: |

Q.—Who killed Robert Franks? A.)

A kidnaper secking ransom Or !.

moron. :

Q.—What killed him 7 A—After mak-}
ing every possible examination the cor-|
onér's physiclans say It must have

Coroner's Chemist McNally has made a | Peen suffocation.

time, your son has been kidnaped. !thm’nugh and satisfuctory analysis of |
|

the contents of the boy's stomach and

il lungs.

The opening hearing of the inguest

ceedings.

Barely a dozen youths, schoolmates
of Robert at the Harvard school, with
a few friends of the boy's family, were
preaent, aside from the usual wit-
nesses, polce, and newspaper men.
There was litle or na nolse, and the
entire® group of onlookers found szeats

within the rall about the coroner's
desk.

~ Boy's Father Composed.

No one at thefinquest was more com:
posed, less emotional than the boy's
father, Jacob Franks, who wnas the
first witness called. A pale, ageing
man, he was the most composed wit-
ness of the few called. In a clear. un.
emotional volee he told of the events
following the disappearance of his son.

He cleared up one polnt when he
identifiled the
fourf near the culvert where the boy's
body was discovered as onec his son
had worn the morning of the day he

dlanpponraq. He testified that the boy
had never worn glasses,

Tells of Finding Body.

The second witness was Edward F.
Anderson, a South Chicago policeman
summoned when Iaborers found the
body of the Franks boy Thursday
morning. He told of going ovar the
ground near by and of finding the golf
stocking. He also found the bricks In
the path near the drain, which he
picked up because they were unlike
any bricks In the neighborhood,

Anderson said the eyeglasses were
not found on the body, but had been
placed on his face later by the under-
taker, who thought they belonged to
Robert.

Tony Minke, in broken English, told
how he was crossing the open space
near the Pennsylvania tracks, when he
pasgsed the dradn. and saw the boy's
feel protrugling from the water. Minke
is a pumpman for the American Malze
Products company at Wolf Lake,

Passing in Handear,

John Kuleczek, 1405 Weat 7T1st street.
nnd Walter Knitter, 1216 West 8Tth

street, signalmen for the Pennsylva- !

nia rallroad, were passing. they testl-
fled, in a handear and were attracted
by the geaticulating and incoherent
shouts of Minke. Following his excited
lend, they saild, they went down to the
draln which runa under the tracks and
there saw the body.

Just before the Inquest was ad-
journed, Anderson, on being recalled

| to the stand, sald he had asked a few

neighbors If any of them had been out
of doore during the night or had heard
any unusual noises. Even the dogs of
the neighborhood had been qulet all
night, Anderson was told.

Anderson sald that one man, named
Barrett, lving In the 1200 block of
Avenue F, an employé at a Ford plant,
had sald he came home about 1240
o'clock Thursday morning and on the
rallroad tracks had seen three men
whose muffled and low toned volces he
could hear but whoese words he could
not catch. The men had walked along
the track and were lost in the night
within o w moments, Barrett sald

The Inquest wos then continued until
the corofier's chemist Is ready to re-

port.

woolen golf stocking

Probable Cause of Death, |
Q.—Why suffocation? A.~—The boy
' had not been choked or strangled. he
| had not been polsoned; he had been hit |

gi'l?ﬂﬂ'dﬂ."' afternoon was devold of thdat on the head with a blunt 1nﬁlrumenl:r
 morbld crowd of curfosity seckers!but not hard emough (0 cause dﬂ“'-l
, Which g0 often desecrates s=uch pro- | he was found In two feet of water, and

although his lungs were copper colored
he had not been drowned. Suflocation
:mmn the only possible way In which
| he could have come (0O his death.

| Q—How was he guffocated? A~
]l-‘mbnbl:.' by a handkerchief or a hand
pressed to his nose and mouth for a
lperlod of about two minules,
| Q.—Were there no evidences of pol-
son? A.—Yes, there were brown stains
about the mouth, and there was the
copper discoloration of the jungs. But
minute examination by Coroner Chem-
{st McNally an dthe use of every
| known chemical test showed no signs
f any l2on.

X Q.:“Ele wasg the boy killed? A.—
This 18 a debatable question., If he
was killed by a pervert, or several of
them, he probably was Kkilled accl-
dentally while in a struggle with them,
i struggle which Induced hemorrhage
of the lunge, from which he died. Or
they ma.f\'mva killed him to cover up
their erime, to keep the boy from tell-

ing.

If Kidnapers Did 1t. ]
Q. —Wlhmat if he was killed by kid-

' professional would write them and

napera? A.—Then also probably in a
struggle with his captors and from |
a hemorrhage of the lungs induced by
a hand pressed over the mouth and
nose,
would not dellberately have killed the |
boy so quickly, at least not until nego-
tiatlons showed gigns of falllng and
they must make a getaway.

Q.—When was Robert killed? A.— )
Probably within a few minutes after!
he was abducted or lured away, while |
he was struggling for his freedom. .'

Q. —Where was he killed? A.—Frob-
ably in an automobile in the three |
block stretch between his school and |
his home. The theory Is that he could |
not have been kidnaped or lured away |
on foot without some of his compan-
fons becoming aware of it.

Q.—What sort of a person must thnl.
police seek in the murder? A.—A/
scholarly person, a mastér of English; |
none but such a persdn could have
written the famous letter received by
Mr. Franks; its grammar was faull-
less,

Q.—Was there any peculiarity In
tre letter? A.—Yes, the word * kid-
naped” with two “p's’" as In Eng-
land=—thus, * kidnapped."

Why Was “Ransom " Sought?

Q. —1If the boy was killed by kid-
napers, why did they peraist In their
demanda for ransom long after the
boy was dead and his unidentified
body recovered? A.—They did not
know body had been recovered and at-
tempted to obtain the ransom money,
deapite hils murder.

Q.—If a "pervert or several of them
killed the boy, why Lhe telephone mes-
sages and letter demanding kidnap-
ers" ransom? A.—To cover up the
real motive of the crime, 1o throw de-
tectives off the track, possibly to ob.
tain money for a desperate attempt to
get away.

Q.—Which Is the more llkely theory,
murder by kidnapers or murder by
perverts? A.—No,attempt to answer
this yet; only the remarkable letter
and suspiclons of Samuel Ettelson,
frilend of the famlly, lend a basis for
the pervert theory.

=

|would form them [in one
Indications are that kidnapers |

Q—Was the boy attacked? A .-

- R —

KIDNAPERS' RANSOM
LETTER SHOWS HAND |
OF EXPERT LETTERER

The top group shows letters as
inscribed by an amateur—vertical.
The middle group shows the let-
ters as a draftsman or other like

as they were written on the en-
velope addressed to Jacob Franks
by the kidnapers.

The lower group shows the differ-
ence between amateur and profes-
sional, the dotted lines being the
variation of the amateur letterer.

-——

The Jettering on the kidnapers' en-
velope which contalned the demand for
$10.000 to Robert Franks has aroused
the attention of artists and others fa-
miliar with professional work of the
sort.

It is pointed out by them that the
printing, despite an obvious effort to
disguise drafting abllity, shows the
uniform slant, spacing and character
of rather expert workmanship.

The Bs, Pg, Rs, and 8Ss are full and
drawn with a professional stroke.,
The Es and As have a uniformity and
an open style pecullar to mechanical
drawing. The M, N, and K are drawn,
not as the average unskilled hand
or two
gtrokes], but Iin the manner taught
mathematies, physics, and mechan-
lcal students, and emphasized In art
school cartoon courses. The numerals
in the address are particularly well-
formed.

In general, It Is pointed out thatl the
handiwork Is not that of one trymg
palnstakingly to letter well, but that
of an adept attempting to letter poorly.

P

Coroner's physicians say he probably
was not, although it is difficult to de-
termine this. Attempts to attack him
might have been made, and =ome
forme of attacks accomplished with-
out leaving external evidence of vio-

lence.

Good Writer—Peor Typist.

Q.—Was the writer of the erudite
letter a good typist? A.—No; not a
good one, but a careful and accurate
one, The writer did not use the
“touch system.,” according to experts,
The letter probably was written wltht
pains to avold erasures. '

Q~Did the anddressing of the en-

velope in “ printed" letters In ink |
indicate anything concerning the
writer?7 A.—Yes, It Indlcated the'

writer might have known something |
of cartooning or that he was at least
familiar with mechanleal drawing ond
lettering.

Q.—1s it possible that . woman was
involved in the slaying? A.—It is:
the palr of eyeglasses found on the
rallroad embankment, fifteen feet
from the culvert out of which the
body was taken, were such, experts
sald, as might have been worn by a
woman.

Q.—Is there any other evidence to!

Indicate a woman's hand In the crime?

A.—Nothing; everything else points to |

it as the work of a man or men.

!
KILLED BY SWITCH ENGINE.

H. L. Smith, 20, 427 York streel, Blue
Ieland, TiI., was killed yeslerday when he
missed his fooling and [ell bBeneath the

wheels of a switch engine.

'

EXPERT FIXES ON |
KIND OF MACHINE
KIDNAPER USED

Writer a Novice on the
T ypewriter.

The man who wrote the ransom let-
ter Iin the Franks kidnaping and mur-/
der ense was A novice at typ-ewrltlng.lr
or. Al least, some one who never had |
jearned the touch system. The Ieuerl
was written on an Underweod port-
able typewriter purchased leas than |
three years ngo, a machine with de-
tective lower case “t* and " 1.7

Thess clews were furnished Aassist-
ant State’s Attorney Bert A. Cronson
vesterday by H. P. Sutton of the Roval
;I‘:.*pewﬂu-r company, an authority on
typed documents, For tweniy-8ix years
Mr. Sutton has made a study of the,
various makes of typewriters. |

One of Four Machines, |

When he first Inspected the ransom
letter. Mr. Button determined the mis-
give had been written on one of four
machines. Corona, Woodbery, Nolseless, |
or Underwood portable, All of theso
machinea are equipped with a type
font similar to that employed. But he
notieed a pecullarity of the numerals
1 and 8 which were not common to tho!
four models. The 31" tralled off Into
a tall at the bottom, while the lower |
half of the “ 8 " was much Jarger than
the upper. This peculiarity was found
to exist only in the case of the Under-
wood portable,

With the make of machine estab-
lished, Mr. Sutton accompanied Attor-:
ney Cronson out to the Harvard school |
where two machines were examiped.
Tha letter, it was found, could have
been written on neither.

Never Learned Touch System,

“The person who wrote this lelter
never had learned the touch system.”
Mr. Sutton said. * A peraon using the
touch system strikes the keys pretly
everly, with an even pressure on the
keys. The man who wrete thia was
elther a novice at typing or else used
two fingers. Some of the letters were |
purmched so hard they were almoxt |
driven through the paper, while others
were atruck lightly or uncertainly.”

Mr. SButton sald that only one case
of Importance In this country was
solved solely through a typewritten
document and that was a blackmaliling |
casa In New York some yeara ago. In
that case Albert 8. Osbourn, consid-
ered the leading type expert in the
country, found a pecullarity in the
capital “T" in the lettéeras and by a
process of elimination plcked out the
particular typewriter on which they
had been written. The writer, %hen
confronted by this damaging evidenc=,
confessed.

ENJOY A THREE DAY OUTING
(OYER DECORATION DAY)
IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN,
Yia Chleago & North Western Ky.
Specall traln service leaving 5 p. m.|
(standard time) Thursday, May 20th,
arriving Creat North Woods Lake and
Resort Reéglon next morning,

Return In time for busainess Monday
morning. Greatly reduced fares |

For reservations, tickets, fishing I1.
censes, and full Information apply A. G. |
Yvan Winkls, General Agent, C, & N. W. |
Ry., 148 8. Clark St. (Tel. Dearborn
23%2) or Madison 8L, Terminal (Tel.
Dearbarn 2060).—Adv, |
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