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Coding Methodology

The following is a detailed itemization of the variable types, the descriptions of those variables, the range of possible codes that could be attached to the variables and a brief summary of the methodology given to the coders about assigning certain codes to variables:

Switching Data Collection Instruments

Subsequent to the design of the initial Data Collection Instrument (DCI) and after an initial preview of the data, it was decided to modify the DCI to make the process of data collection more streamline and more efficient.  It was necessary after this process was completed to adapt the paper materials assigned to the coders on the project and the Access computer program to allow a smooth transition.  The details for the "recoding" of the data are in the section of this code book on data cleaning.

The following are changes that were made after case 1,222 during the transition from the old DCI to the new DCI.  The information contained in the Variable, Codes and Descriptions sections (as well as the data you have received) reflect these changes.  The data set in your possession still contains these variables, but these variables are not coded after the first 1,222 cases.

Crime Record 

(
"Variable File Type" variable (rectype) was removed.

This information was deemed self-explanatory and erroneous.  The file type is apparent either by the database the researcher is viewing or the variable names.

Victim Record 

(
"Variable File Type" variable (rectype) was removed.

This information was deemed self-explanatory and erroneous.  The file type is apparent either by the database the researcher is viewing or the variable names.

(
"Book Number" (bookno) variable was removed.

This information was deemed irrelevant to the researcher as the distinctions between books was created arbitrarily by the project managers.  Similarly, if the researcher desired to locate a specific case, the researcher should use the rocord number.

(
"Total number of victims of homicide" variable (totvict) was removed.


This variable was a duplicate of a variable attempting to capture the same 

information in the Crime Record.

(
"Current Victim Number" variable (curvict) was removed.


This variable only contained the code "1" and was erroneous as only one victim 

per case was being recorded.

(
"Kind of Caliber" variable (calibre) was added.


As the homicide dates approached the 1900's, information recorded on the 

specific type of gun used to commit the homicide became available.  This code was added to capture this information.

Defendant Record 

(
"Variable File Type" variable (rectype) was removed.

This information was deemed self-explanatory and erroneous.  The file type is apparent either by the database the researcher is viewing or the variable names.

(
"Book Number" (bookno) variable was removed.

This information was deemed irrelevant to the researcher as the distinctions between books was created arbitrarily by the project managers.  Similarly, if the researcher desired to locate a specific case, the researcher should use the rocord number.

(
"Current Defendant Number" variable (curdef) was removed.

This variable only contained the code "1" and was erroneous as only one defendant per case was being recorded.

(
"Defendant charged as Principal" variable (princdef) was removed.

This initial creation of the data set did not code for more than one defendant.  This variable was not collecting any pertinent information.  

(
"Arresting Officer" variable (whoarrst) and "Race of Arresting Officer" variable 

(raceofc) were combined into one string variable.  

Neither variable was producing significant information because of the dearth of information in the case texts.  

Variables, Codes and Descriptions

The following section summarizes the three data base types (crime, victim and defendant) and provides details on the type of methodology employed to code the variables with the pre-coded variables.

Crime Record Variables

Variable name:  recno

Variable title:  case record number

Variable description:  As mentioned earlier, each original entry was assigned a case 

record number.  Problems and errors are enumerated below.

Variable name: nvicts

Variable title: total number of victims

Variable description:  This is an integer variable that records the total number of victims 

of the particular homicide including non-decedent victims

Variable name: ndefs

Variable title: total number of defendants involved

Variable description: This is the total number of defendants listed in the case text, 

including those suspected, held and released, arrested and/or charged.

Variable name: darrest

Variable title:  total number of defendants ever arrested for this offense

Variable description: This is an integer variable including the total number of defendants 

arrested for assault, aiding and abetting.

Variable name: datcrime

Variable title:  date of offense

Variable description:  Date variable indicating the month, day and year of offense (when 

known).

Variable name: datdth

Variable title: date of victim's death

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of victim’s death 

(when known).

Variable name:  addcrime

Variable title: street address where crime took place

Variable description:  String variable indicating the actual street address of where the 

crime took place, where the victim was found or where the victim died.

Variable name: apptime

Variable title: approximate time of day crime occurred

Variable description:  This variable records a series of time spans in which the time of the 

crime took place.

Codes:

01 Morning (5:00 a.m. - 10:59 a.m.)

02 Afternoon (11:00 a.m. - 4:59 p.m.)

03 Evening (5:00 p.m. - 10:59 p.m.)

04 Late evening/Early morning (11:00 p.m. - 4:59 a.m.)

Variable name: excttime

Variable title: exact time of day crime occurred (using 24 hour military clock)

Variable description:  Integer variable that records the exact time of day the crime 

occurred.

Codes:
 000 – 2359

Variable name: offdeath

Variable title: time between offense and death

Variable description:  Integer variable that records the span of time between the date of 

offense and date of death (if known).

Codes:

01 Immediate - death occurred at the crime scene

02 Within 1 day

03 Within 1 week but more than 1 day

04  Longer than 1 week

Variable name: hospname

Variable title: name of hospital where victim was taken

Variable description:  String variable of the exact name of the hospital where the victim 

was taken (if taken or if known).

Variable name: loccrime

Variable title: location of crime

Variable description:  This integer variable records the type of location where the crime 

actually took place.

Codes:

01 Residence 

02 Place of business

03 Vehicle

04 Street, or other non-commercial public place/alley

05 Jail, prison, lawful custody of police or corrections, police station

06 Medical facility (Hospital, doctor's office, clinic) Midwife, Abortion place

07 Other

Variable name: residnce

Variable title: if the crime took place in a residence

Variable description:  An integer variable that records information relating to the 

residence of the victim and/or defendant.  This is coded when 

loccrime is coded 13.

Codes:

01 residence of both victim and defendant

02 residence of victim

03 residence of victim's friend or relative

04 residence of defendant

05 residence of co-defendant

06 residence of defendant's friend or relative

07 hotel, rooming house, boarding house room

08 common area of apartment building/complex

09 other residence 

10  Residence (Don’t know whose)

Variable name: plbus

Variable title: if the crime took place at a place of business (not a medical facility)

Variable description:  This variable records the specific location of the crime if the crime 

took place in a place of business (excluding if the place of business was a medical facility).  This is coded if loccrime is coded 2.

Codes:

01 Service Station

02 Liquor Store

03 Bar/Saloon

04 Drug Store

05 Restaurant, food kitchen, other public eating place, hotel public place

06 Other place of business

07 Abortion facility

08  Transportation facility

Variable name: vdplbus

Variable title: if the crime took place at either the victim or defendant's place of business

Variable description:  This variable specifies the business as the location of the crime.  It 

is coded if loccrime is coded 2 and if plbus is coded at all.

Codes:

01 Both victim's and defendant's place of business

02 Victim's place of business

03 Defendant's place of business

04  Co-defendant's place of business

Variable name:  vehicle

Variable title:  if the crime took place in or around a vehicle

Variable description:  This variable records crimes that took place in or around a vehicle.  

It is coded if loccrime is coded 3

Codes:

01 Cab

02 Public Transportation (streetcar, bus, train, etc.)

03 Commercial Vehicle (truck, van, ship)

04 Armored car, bank truck

05 Victim's private vehicle

06 Defendant's or co-defendant's private vehicle

07 Other private vehicle 

Variable name:  pubplace

Variable title:  if the crime took place in a non-commercial public place

Variable description:  This variable records the specific location of a crime that occurred 

in a non-commercial public place.  It is coded if loccrime is coded 4.

Codes:

01 Highway

02 Country road

03 Street , sidewalk  or alley

04 Park

05 School grounds

06 Field or woods

07 Other non-commercial public place

Variable name:  medical

Variable title: if the crime took place in a medical facility

Variable description: This variable records the specific location of a crime that occurred 

in a medical facility.  It is coded if loccrime is coded 6.

Codes:

01 Hospital

02 Doctor's office

03 Clinic (e.g. abortion facility)

04  Other medical/hospital

Variable name:  locdesc

Variable title: actual description of the crime location

Variable description:  This string variable captures the original wording of the crime 

entry (e.g. – back alley, rear of saloon, etc.)

Variable name:  accident

Variable title: was the death accidental?

Variable description:  This binary integer variable records whether or not the homicide 

was an accident, as reported or inferred from the crime entry.

Codes:

00  No

01  Yes

Variable name: kindacc

Variable title: If accidental, kind of accident

Variable description:  This integer variable specifies what kind of accident the crime was.  

This is coded if accident is coded 1.

Codes:

01 Automobile accident

02 Manslaughter

03 Accidental Shooting

04 Accidental Stabbing

05 Fighting

06 Other Accident

07  Death from abortion

Variable name: murdsuic

Variable title: was this a murder - suicide?

Variable description:  This indicator variable records if the defendant committed the 

homicide and immediately afterwards committed suicide.  This does not apply to a murder and suicide months later while being held or in jail.  It also does not apply if the defendant was unsuccessful at committing suicide.

Codes:



00  No



01  Yes

Variable name: civdist

Variable title: did the crime occur during a civil disturbance?

Variable description:  This variable captures broad events with respect to the homicide 

committed (demonstration, riot, strike, etc.)  For more on this variable, see the Supplemental Data Collection Instrument.

Codes:



00  No

01  Yes


Variable name:  police

Variable title: was a police officer involved, either as victim or defendant?

Variable description:  This variable captures information relating to whether or not a 

police officer was involved as a victim or defendant in the homicide.

Codes:



00  No

01 Yes, victim was police officer

02  Yes, defendant was a police officer.

Variable name: alcohol

Variable title: Was either victim or defendant drunk or offence alcohol related?

Variable description:  This variable records events involving alcohol as they realted to the 

homicide.  Nothing was inferred from the events, this was only coded if explicit in the original.  For variables relating to prohibition, see the SDCI.

Codes:

01 Victim was drinking/drunk

02 One or more defendants was drinking/drunk

03 Both victim and defendant were drinking/drunk

04 No mention of alcohol

05 Homicide occurred in drinking establishment

06 Circumstances involving illegal liquor, or prohibition

Variable name: circum

Variable title: circumstances surrounding the crime

Variable description:  This variable recorded the circumstances that surrounded the crime 

as far as was known by the coder.  Some guesses were made, but they were made within reason and based upon events in the crime text.  Odd events that occurred that had no code explicitly stated were coded as “other.”

Codes:

01 Accidental shooting

02 Bar room brawl

03 Car accident

04 Child abuse

05 Dispute over money or property, quarrel

06 Domestic violence

07 Drive-by shooting

08 Family quarrel

09 Illegal abortion

010 Labor dispute, strike

011 Police officer killed during apprehension

012 Race riot

013 Riot, civil unrest

014 Blackhand Murder

015 Gang Killing

016 Mafia

017 Robbery

018 Burglary

019 Kidnapping

020 Other felony murder, e.g. arson

021 Self Defense

022 Suicide

023 Victim's body dumped

024 Other

025 Victim killed resisting arrest

026 Fight

027 Negligence

28  Jealousy, fight, quarrel over woman, man

Variable name: motivdes

Variable title: what is the actual description of the motive or circumstances surrounding 

the crime?

Variable description:  This string variable recorded as accuratlely as possible the possible 

motive for the crime.  The motive was often stated but generally inferred.

Variable name: vdrelat

Variable title: how were the victim and defendant related

Variable description:  This variable records the relationship between the victim and defendant (in that order).  

Codes:

01 Husband/Wife

02 Wife/Husband

03 Parent/Child

04 Child/Parent

05 Other family relationship

06  Not related by family

Victim Record Variables

Variable name:  recno

Variable title:  case record number

Variable description:  As mentioned earlier, each original entry was assigned a case 

record number.  Problems and errors are enumerated below.

Variable name: totvict

Variable title: total number of victims of homicide

Variable description: This variable includes every (decedent) victim mentioned in the text 

of the case., including when victim kills assailant.  There is generally only one primary victim listed, but this variable captures all of the victims.

Variable name: vname

Variable title: victim's last name, first name, alias

Variable description: This string variable records the victim's name as it appears in 

the case text.

Variable name:  vage

Variable title: victim's Age in Years

Variable description:  This integer variable records the victim's age as it appears in the 

case text.

Variable name:  vgender

Variable title: victim's gender

Variable description:  This variable deduces the gender of the victim based upon the 

victim's name and circumstances in the text.  When the gender was unclear or not known, the variable was left blank.

Codes:

01 Male

02 Female

Variable name:  vrace

Variable title:  victim's race

Variable description:  This variable records the victim's race as stated or inferred from the 

case text.  When no specific race was mentioned, it was assumed that the victim was white.

Codes:

01 White

02 Black

03 Asian

04 Other

Variable name: vethncty

Variable title:  victim's ethnicity

Variable description:  This variable records the victim's ethnicity as ascertained or stated 

in the case text.  Coders were instructed to make educated guesses about the victim's ethnicity based upon the victim's surname or the co-victims and co-defendants.

Codes:

01 African American

02 American Indian

03 Armenian

04 Chinese

05 German

06 Greek

07 Irish

08 Italian

09 Latino, Hispanic

010 Polish

011 Turkish

012 Russian

013 Other, Asian

014 Other, Eastern European

015 Other, European

016 Other

017 English-Anglo

018 Jewish

Variable name: vdeath

Variable title: date of victim's death

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of victim’s death 

(when known).

Variable name: vcrimnl

Variable title: if the victim known to Chicago police

Variable description:  This integer variable captures the original language of the police as 

to whether or not the victim was notoriously criminally inclined.  This information was taken directly from the case text or was inferred if the victim had an alias or nickname.

Codes:

01 A noted/known tough

02 An ex-convict

03 A suspicious character/criminal type

04 Known criminal suspect

05 Prostitute, street walker

06 A Bootlegger

07 A known thief

08  Other, known to Chicago police

Variable name: victprop

Variable title: if the victim killed protecting property

Variable description:  This integer variable records if the victim was protecting a specific 

kind of property, whether they owned it or not.  This was inferred from the description in the case text or taken directly from the case text if it was mentioned.

Codes:

01 Protecting bar/saloon

02 Protecting home

03 Protecting automobile

04 Protecting a drug store 

05  Protecting other property

Variable name: victpers

Variable title: if the victim killed protecting a person

Variable description: This integer variable records if the victim was protecting a specific 

person.  This was inferred from the description in the case text or taken directly from the case text if it was mentioned.

Codes:



01  Protecting self

02  Protecting a family member

03  Protecting person outside family

Variable name: vemploy

Variable title: was the victim employed (at time of crime)

Variable description:  This integer variable records whether or not the victim was 

employed at the time of the crime.  This information was taken from the case reports if it indicated that the victim was employed.

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

Variable name: vemptype

Variable title: victim’s employment type

Variable description:  This integer variable records the type of employment the victim 

held prior to his or her death.  This information was only recorded if the case text explicitly stated this or it was inferred if the victim was at a business (such as driving a cab or tending bar in a saloon).  If a type of employment appeared that had no assigned code, the variable was coded "other" under the appropriate general type of employment.  This variable was coded if vemploy was coded 1.

Codes:

01 Employed, unskilled (laborer)

02 Employed, semi-skilled (factory operative etc.)

03 Employed, skilled (butcher, electrician, cab drivers, street car, etc.) Cab driver, Street car driver

04 Employed, low white collar (clerk, bookkeeper, etc.)

05 Employed, high white collar (merchant, etc.)

06 Employed, professional (incl. police and military) 

07 Outside labor force (incl. criminals)

Variable name: vlawenf

Variable title: if victim employed in law enforcement at the time of the crime

Variable description:  This integer variable records the specific type of law enforcement 

in which the victim was employed.  It is coded if vemploy is coded 1 and if vemptype is coded 6.

Codes:

01 Police officer on duty

02 Police officer off duty

03 Police unspecified, detective

04 Patrolman on duty, on street, beat

05 Patrolman off duty

06 Private watchman or guard

07 Special officer, e.g. Pinkertons

08  Other law enforcement

Variable name: vownbus

Variable title: if the victim owned a business

Variable description: This integer variable records the specific type of law enforcement 

in which the victim was employed.  It is coded if vemploy is coded 1 and if vemptype is coded 3 or 6.

Codes:

01 Bar/saloon

02 Store or shop

03 Restaurant, eating place, Hotel, Rooming house

04 Drug store

05 Manufacturing business

06  Illegal enterprise

Variable name: voccup

Variable title: victim's primary occupational skill (whether or not employed)

Variable description: This integer variable records the type of employment the victim 

held prior to his or her death.  This information was only recorded if the case text explicitly stated this or it was inferred if the victim was at a business (such as driving a cab or tending bar in a saloon).  If a type of employment appeared that had no assigned code, the variable was coded "other" under the appropriate general type of employment.  This variable was coded if vemploy was coded 1.

Codes:

Professional

01 Doctor

02 Teacher

03 Lawyer

04 Accountant

05 Law Enforcement

06 Other, professional

07 Military, (soldier, sailor) 

Business Person

021 Store Owner, Hotel owner

022 Store Clerk

023 Business Clerk

024 Other, business person

Skilled Laborer

031 Metal/Iron Worker, Machinist

032 Stockyard Worker

033 Carpenter Contractor

034 Domestic Labor

035 Store Worker, Bar Tender

036 Foreman

037 Other, skilled laborer

038 Cab driver, Street Car driver, Teamster, ticket agent

Unskilled Laborer

041 Rag Picker

042 Carpet Cleaner

043 Street Peddler

044 Newsdealer

045 Other, unskilled laborer

Outside the Labor Force

051 Housewife

052 Unemployed

053 Prostitute/Street Walker

054 Criminal - Burglar

055 Criminal - Thief

056 Criminal - Forger

57  Other, outside labor force, Inmate

Variable name: vmethod

Variable title: method of killing

Variable description:  This integer variable records the method and means of killing of 

the victim.  

Codes:

Gun deaths

01 Shotgun

02 Sawed-off shotgun

03 Pistol

04 Revolver

05 Other gun, gun unspecified


Stabbings

06 Knife (butcher knife)

07 Axe or hatchet

08 Other stabbing, stabbing unspecified


Beatings

09 Beaten with blunt object, Struck

010 Beaten with fists or feet

011 Other beating

Unintentional

012 Run over by car/automobile or truck

013 Illegal abortion

014 Death during medical procedure other than abortion

015 Alcohol poisoning

Other Means

016 Asphyxiation (gas)

017 Strangled

018 Smothered or suffocated

019 Drowned

020 Burned

021 Crushed 

022 Poisoned with drugs or other substance

023 Neglected or deprived (e.g. starved, exposure)

024 Thrown from a high place

025 Other

Variable name: caliber

Variable title: kind of  firearm 

Variable description:  This string variable captures the exact type of caliber or firearm (if 

a firearm was used).  It is coded if vmethod is coded 1-5.

Variable name: weapon

Variable title:  description of weapon and method of killing from text

Variable description:  This string variable records from the case text the exact language 

of the police record.  

Variable name: vdfamily

Variable title: were victim and defendant related by blood or marriage? (prior to crime)

Variable description:  This integer variable records the family relationship between the 

victim and defendant (in the order specified in the codes) prior to the crime.  This variable was recorded if the case record explicitly mentioned it.

Codes:

Spouses, Lovers

01 Spouses

02 Common law spouses

03 Ex-spouses

04 Separated or estranged spouses

05 Lovers

06 Former lovers

07 Boyfriend/Girlfriend

08 Girlfriend/Boyfriend

09 Other, e.g. homosexual lovers

Related by Blood

010 Siblings

011 Child / Parent

012 Parent / Child

013 Grandchild / Grandparent

014 Grandparent / Grandchild

015 Other blood relationship

Related by Marriage

016 Son, daughter in-law / Father, mother in-law

017 Father, mother-in-law / Son, daughter in-law

018 Other-in-law relationship

019 Step-child / Step-parent

020 Step-parent/Step-child

021 Other in-law relationship

22  Other

Variable name: nonfam

Variable title:  did the victim and defendant have a prior non-family relationship? 

(victim/defendant)

Variable description: This integer variable records the non-family relationship between 

the victim and defendant (in the order specified in the codes) prior to the crime.  This variable was recorded if the case record explicitly mentioned it.

Codes:

01 Boarders, tenant/landlord

02 Employee / Employer

03 Employer / Employee

04 Co-worker

05 Acquaintances

06  Other business or monetary relationship

Defendant Record Variables

Variable name:  recno

Variable title:  case record number

Variable description:  As mentioned earlier, each original entry was assigned a case 

record number.  Problems and errors are enumerated below.

Variable name: arrdate

Variable title: date defendant was arrested

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the arrest of the 

defendant (when known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the arrest date.  Dates that had no explicit event attached to them were considered the date of death of the victim.

Variable name: precinct

Variable title: Chicago police precinct number or district

Variable description:  This integer variable captures the precinct or district number where 

the homicide took place.  This was only coded if the information was explicitly stated.

Variable name: nmurder

Variable title: total number of defendants charged

Variable description: This integer variable records the total number of defendants 

charged with murder, felony murder, manslaughter or a homicide offense (excluding those charged with attempts or assisting, or aiding and abetting).

Variable name: dname

Variable title: victim's last name, first name, alias

Variable description: This string variable records the defendant’s name as it appears in 

the case text.

Variable name:  dage

Variable title: defendant’s Age in Years

Variable description:  This integer variable records the defendant’s age as it appears in 

the case text.

Variable name:  dgender

Variable title: defendant’s gender

Variable description:  This variable deduces the gender of the defendant based upon the 

defendant’s name and circumstances in the text.  When the gender was unclear or not known, the variable was left blank.

Codes:

01 Male

02  Female

Variable name:  drace

Variable title:  defendant’s race

Variable description:  This variable records the defendant  race as stated or inferred from 

the case text.  When no specific race was mentioned, it was assumed that the defendant was white.

Codes:

01 White

02 Black

03 Asian

04 Other

Variable name: dethncty

Variable title:  defendant’s ethnicity

Variable description:  This variable records the defendant’s ethnicity as ascertained or 

stated in the case text.  Coders were instructed to make educated guesses about the defendant’s ethnicity based upon the defendant’s surname or the co-victims and co-defendants.

Codes:

01 African American

02 American Indian

03 Armenian

04 Chinese

05 German

06 Greek

07 Irish

08 Italian

09 Latino, Hispanic

010 Polish

011 Turkish

012 Russian

013 Other, Asian

014 Other, Eastern European

015 Other, European

016 Other

017 English-Anglo

018 Jewish

Variable name: dcrimnl

Variable title: if the defendant known to Chicago police

Variable description:  This integer variable captures the original language of the police as 

to whether or not the defendant was notoriously criminally inclined.  This information was taken directly from the case text or was inferred if the defendant had an alias or nickname.

Codes:

01 A noted/known tough

02 An ex-convict

03 A suspicious character/criminal type

04 Known criminal suspect

05 Prostitute, street walker

06 A Bootlegger

07 A known thief

08  Other, known to Chicago police

Variable name: defprop

Variable title: if the defendant killed protecting property

Variable description:  This integer variable records if the defendant was protecting a 

specific kind of property, whether they owned it or not.  This was inferred from the description in the case text or taken directly from the case text if it was mentioned.

Codes:

01 Protecting bar/saloon

02 Protecting home

03 Protecting automobile

04 Protecting a drug store 

05  Protecting other property

Variable name: defpers

Variable title: if the defendant killed protecting a person

Variable description: This integer variable records if the defendant was protecting a 

specific person.  This was inferred from the description in the case text or taken directly from the case text if it was mentioned.

Codes:



01  Protecting self

02  Protecting a family member

03  Protecting person outside family

Variable name: demploy

Variable title: was the defendant employed (at time of crime)

Variable description:  This integer variable records whether or not the defendant was 

employed at the time of the crime.  This information was taken from the case reports if it indicated that the defendant was employed.

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

Variable name: demptype

Variable title: defendant’s employment type

Variable description:  This integer variable records the type of employment the defendant 

held prior to his or her death.  This information was only recorded if the case text explicitly stated this or it was inferred if the defendant was at a business (such as driving a cab or tending bar in a saloon).  If a type of employment appeared that had no assigned code, the variable was coded "other" under the appropriate general type of employment.  This variable was coded if demploy was coded 1.

Codes:

01 Employed, unskilled (laborer)

02 Employed, semi-skilled (factory operative etc.)

03 Employed, skilled (butcher, electrician, cab drivers, street car, etc.) Cab driver, Street car driver

04 Employed, low white collar (clerk, bookkeeper, etc.)

05 Employed, high white collar (merchant, etc.)

06 Employed, professional (incl. police and military) 

07 Outside labor force (incl. criminals)

Variable name: dlawenf

Variable title: if defendant employed in law enforcement at the time of the crime

Variable description:  This integer variable records the specific type of law enforcement 

in which the defendant was employed.  It is coded if demploy is coded 1 and if demptype is coded 6.

Codes:

01 Police officer on duty

02 Police officer off duty

03 Police unspecified, detective

04 Patrolman on duty, on street, beat

05 Patrolman off duty

06 Private watchman or guard

07 Special officer, e.g. Pinkertons

08  Other law enforcement

Variable name: dmedical

Variable title: if the defendant was providing medical services at the time of the crime, 

defendant was a…

Variable description:  This integer variable records the specific type of medical 

employment the defendant held if the defendant was engaged in the act of providing medical services at the time of the crime.  This variable was coded if there was an explicit description of medical services being provided.  It is coded if demploy is coded 1 and if demptype is coded 3.

Variable name: downbus

Variable title: if the victim owned a business

Variable description: This integer variable records the specific type of law enforcement 

in which the victim was employed.  It is coded if vemploy is coded 1 and if vemptype is coded 3 or 6.

Codes:

01 Bar/saloon

02 Store or shop

03 Restaurant, eating place, Hotel, Rooming house

04 Drug store

05 Manufacturing business

06  Illegal enterprise

Variable name: doccup

Variable title: defendant’s primary occupational skill (whether or not employed)

Variable description: This integer variable records the type of employment the defendant 

held prior to his or her death.  This information was only recorded if the case text explicitly stated this or it was inferred if the defendant was at a business (such as driving a cab or tending bar in a saloon).  If a type of employment appeared that had no assigned code, the variable was coded "other" under the appropriate general type of employment.  This variable was coded if demploy was coded 1.

Codes: (note the differences in these codes with the codes for voccup)


Professional

01 Doctor

02 Nurse, Midwife

03 Teacher

04 Lawyer

05 Accountant

06 Law Enforcement, Police

07 Other, professional


Business Person

21  Store Owner, Hotel, Restaurant owner

022 Store Clerk

023 Business Clerk

024 Other, business person


Skilled Laborer

031 Railroad Worker, Metal/Iron Worker

032 Stockyard Worker

033 Carpenter/Contractor

034 Domestic Servant, Caretaker, Watchman

035 Store Worker/Waiter/Restaurant Owner,/Bartender/Saloon worker

036 Foreman

037 Other, skilled laborer

038 Cab driver, Street Car Driver, wagon driver

039 Barber

Unskilled Laborer

041 Rag Picker

042 Carpet Cleaner

043 Street Peddler

044 Newsdealer

045 Other, unskilled laborer

Outside the Labor Force

051 Housewife, Mother

052 Retired

053 Prostitute

054 Criminal - Burglar

055 Criminal - Thief

056 Criminal - Forger




57  Other, outside labor force

Variable name: dvfamily

Variable title: were defendant and victim related by blood or marriage? (prior to crime)

Variable description:  This integer variable records the family relationship between the 

defendant and victim (in the order specified in the codes) prior to the crime.  This variable was recorded if the case record explicitly mentioned it.

Codes:

Spouses, Lovers

01 Spouses

02 Common law spouses

03 Ex-spouses

04 Separated or estranged spouses

05 Lovers

06 Former lovers

07 Boyfriend/Girlfriend

08 Girlfriend/Boyfriend

09 Other, e.g. homosexual lovers

Related by Blood

010 Siblings

011 Child / Parent

012 Parent / Child

013 Grandchild / Grandparent

014 Grandparent / Grandchild

015 Other blood relationship

Related by Marriage

016 Son, daughter in-law / Father, mother in-law

017 Father, mother-in-law / Son, daughter in-law

018 Other-in-law relationship

019 Step-child / Step-parent

020 Step-parent/Step-child

021 Other in-law relationship

22  Other

Variable name: confess

Variable title: was defendant identified at scene?

Variable description: This integer variable records information pertaining to the events 

directly after the homicide.  Variables 2-4 were added to expedite the process of coding the information on the defendant, if, for example, the defendant’s information ended without arrest or trial.  The variable was coded 01 (yes) if the case text indicated the police identified the suspect at the scene (ie – the defendant was not “unknown”).

Codes: 

00 No

01 Yes

02 Defendant identified by someone else at scene

03 Defendant committed suicide

04 Defendant died in incident

Variable name: tcrarrst

Variable title: time between crime and arrest

Variable description:  This integer variable records the amount of time (in small to large 

spans) between the incident of the crime and the arrest of the defendant.

Codes:

01  Less than 1 day

02  Days

03  Weeks

04  Months

05  Years

Variable name: crscene

Variable title: was arrest made at crime scene

Variable description:  This integer variable records information relating to the location of 

the arrest.  This information was coded if explicitly stated.

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

02 Out of state arrest

03 Out of city (in IL) arrest

04 Escaped , arrested later

05  Escaped, never arrested

Variable name: locarrst

Variable title: name, race of arresting officer

Variable description:  This string variable records the name and race of the arresting 

officer.  The name of the officer was taken directly from the case text.  The race was inferred by the arresting officer’s last name.

Variable name: dcoronr

Variable title: date of Coroner's decision

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

coroner’s jury (when known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the Coroner’s Jury date.  Dates that had no explicit event attached to them were considered the date of death of the victim.

Variable name: corout

Variable title: outcome of Coroner's judgement

Variable description:  This integer variable records the judicial outcome of the Coroner’s 

Jury.  This information was coded if it was explicitly stated in the case text or if the defendant received a Grand Jury indictment or had a trial.

Codes:

01  Murder was cause of death


02  Defendant held to Grand Jury


03  Recommended investigation/arrest


04  Self-defense


05  Exonerated, Commended

06   Justifiable homicide

07   Accidental or natural causes

08   No judgment (open verdict)

09   Held for Manslaughter

10   Discharged

Variable name: bailset

Variable title: was bail set

Variable description:  This integer variable recorded information pertaining to bail.  This 

information was only coded if the case text explicitly stated specific bail/bond information.  

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

02 Bonded

03 Bail pending appeal

04  Bond forfitted

Variable name: dgrjury

Variable title: date of Grand Jury decision

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

Grand Jury’s decision (when known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the Grand Jury date.  Dates that had no explicit event attached to them were considered the date of death of the victim.

Variable name: indict

Variable title: outcome at Grand Jury

Variable description:  This integer variable was coded explicitly from the information in 

the case text.  If the defendant was indicted by the Grand Jury with charges unspecified, the coders were instructed to make an educated guess as to what charges were filed.  

Codes:

00 Indictment for murder

01 Indictment for manslaughter

02 Indictment for felony murder

03 No Bill, Nulle Prossed

04 Indictment, other homicide, homicide unspecified

05 Indictment for non-homicide offense (includes assault with intent to kill)

010 Discharged

Variable name: dstrial

Variable title: if defendant tried, date trial started

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

beginning of the trial (when known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the beginning trial date.  

Variable name: dsent

Variable title:  date of sentence

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

sentence (when known).  In this case, the sentence date also indicates the final judicial action taken at trial (ie – “stricken off,” dismissed, etc.).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the trial sentence date.  

Variable name: tjudge

Variable title: name of Judge

Variable description:  This string variable records the name of the judge at trial as 

indicated explicitly in the case text.  Only the last name of the judge appears in this variable.  If the case text indicated “Judge Smith,” the variable was written “Smith.”  

Variable name: lcourt

Variable title: location of court

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to the location 

of the court in question.  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

01 County

02 Municipal

03  Federal

Variable name: toutcome

Variable title: outcome of trial for this defendant

Variable description: This integer variable records the final outcome at trial.  In cases 

where there were multiple instances where the case was “sticken off,” the variable was coded for the last disposition. For example,  if the case was stricken off three times, but then the defendant was tried and found guilty of murder, code 01, guilty of murder.  If no explicit outcome is stated but the defendant was sentenced, the variable code 06 was used.

Codes:

00 Not guilty

01 Guilty of murder

02 Guilty of manslaughter

03 Guilty of felony murder

04 Guilty of illegal manufacture of alcohol

05 Guilty of other non-homicide offense

06 Guilty, unspecified offense

07 Not guilty by reason of insanity

08 Acquitted

09 Stricken Off

010 Dismissed

011 Defendant exonerated

012 Defendant Discharged

13 Defendant died prior to trial

Variable name: wsent

Variable title: sentenced to…

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to the location 

of the sentence.  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

01  Joliet, Stateville

02  Psychiatric facility, asylum for the insane

      03  Juvenile facility, reformatorium

04  Other

Variable name: lsentnc

Variable title: length of sentence in years

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to the length 

of sentence.  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:


      001… number of years

0200   Life

0300   Death


      400   Indeterminate sentence

Variable name: sentcomp

Variable title: was sentence completed

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to the 

completion of sentence.  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

00 No

01 Paroled, defendant released

02 Yes

03 Suicide, post conviction

04 Defendant died

Variable name: retrial

Variable title: was there a  retrial?

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to a 

Retrial (if applicable).  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

Variable name: judgerev

Variable title: was the judgement reversed on appeal

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to a 

judicial reversal on appeal (if applicable).  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:



00  No



01  Yes

Variable name: courtrev

Variable title: was action taken by higher court

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining to which 

court took judicial action after the initial trial (if applicable).  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

01  Reversed by Illinois Appellate Court

02  Reversed by Illinois Supreme Court

03  Reversed by Federal Court

04  Acquitted at retrial

05  Upheld by Illinois Appellate Court

06  Upheld by Illinois Supreme Court

07  Upheld by Federal Court

Variable name: execute

Variable title: was the defendant executed

Variable description:  This integer variable records whether or not the defendant was 

executed.  This was coded only if explicitly stated, not simply if the defendant was scheduled to be executed.

Codes:



00  No



01  Yes

Variable name: dexecute

Variable title: date of execution

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

defendant’s execution (when known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the date of execution.  

Variable name: texecute

Variable title: type of execution

Variable description: This integer variable records the type of execution used to implement the death penalty.  This was coded only if explicitly stated.

Codes:

01  Hanged

 

02  Other method

03  Electrocution

Variable name: commute

Variable title: did the Governor commute death to life or change sentence?

Variable description: This integer variable recorded information pertaining the 

Governor’s decision to commute the defendant’s sentence (if applicable).  This information was only coded if the case text explicitly included the information.

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

Variable name: dclemenc

Variable title: date clemency granted

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of the date of the 

date the Governor granted clemency (if known).  This variable was coded if the date was explicitly identified in the case text as the clemency granting date.

Supplemental Data Collection Instrument (SDCI) Variables

Variable name:  recno2

Variable title:  case record number

Variable description:  As mentioned earlier, each original entry was assigned a case 

record number.  Problems and errors are enumerated below.

Variable name: datdth

Variable title: date of victim's death

Variable description: Date variable indicating the month, day and year of victim’s death 

(when known).  This information is repeated from the Victim Record.

Variable name: nvicts2

Variable title: total number of victims of homicide

Variable description: This variable includes every (decedent) victim mentioned in the text 

of the case., including when victim kills assailant.  There is generally only one primary victim listed, but this variable captures all of the victims. This information is repeated from the Victim Record.

Variable name: ndefs2

Variable title: total defendants involved in offense

Variable description: This integer variable records the total number of defendants 

charged with murder, felony murder, manslaughter or a homicide offense (including those charged with attempts or assisting, or aiding and abetting). This information is repeated from the Defendant Record.

Variable name: darrest2

Variable title: total defendants ever arrested or charged for this offense

Variable description: This integer variable records the total number of defendants 

charged with murder, felony murder, manslaughter or a homicide offense (including for assault, aiding and abetting, conspiracy, other concurrent crimes). This information is repeated from the Defendant Record.

Variable name: relvd

Variable title: relationship between the victim(s) and defendant(s)

Variable description:  This integer variable records the relationship between the victim 

and defendant.  These codes are slightly different than the codes used in the Victim and Defendant Records.

Codes:

01 Spouses (including common law and ever married)

02 Intimate (girlfriend, boyfriend, sexual relationship) 

03 Family (include in laws, multi-generations, step relations) 

04 Known (recognized person)

05 Stranger

06  Relationship Unknown

Variable name: vicbeg

Variable title: did the victim initiate the events resulting in homicide (Victim 

Precipitation)

Variable description: This integer variable records information relating to victim’s 

precipitation of the homicide.  This information was coded if explicitly stated (ie – if the victim attacked the defendant or started a fight).

Codes:



01  No



02  Yes

Variable name: typhom

Variable title: type of homicide

Variable description:  This integer variable captures what the charge would have been if, 

whether the defendant was charged or not.  This code is a best guess the type of homicide was committed.  It does not reflect the actual charges filed (see dcharge below for this information).

Codes:

01 Intentional Murder

02 Other murder, felony murder

03 Intentional Manslaughter

04 Infanticide 

05 Unintentional Manslaughter

06 Accidental Death

07 Suicide

08  Cause of death unknown

Variable name: charhom

Variable title: identifying characteristics of homicide

Variable description:  This string variable records a brief description taken directly from 

the case text as to the specific characteristics of the homicide.

Variable name: typefelmd

Variable title: felony murder by type of felony

Variable description: This integer variable captures what the felony murder charge would 

have been if, whether the defendant was charged or not.  This code is a best guess the type of felony murder was committed.  It does not reflect the actual charges filed (see dcharge below for this information).

Codes:

01 Robbery

02 Rape

03 Arson

04 Theft

05 Burglary

06 Kidnapping

07 
Double murder

Variable name: excviol

Variable title: excessive violence displayed

Variable description:  This integer variable recorded excessive violence in the act of the 

homicide.  Coders were instructed to use their best judgement as to what constituted “excessive” if the homicide did not fit neatly in one of the prearranged codes.

Codes:

01 Multiple victims

02 Terroristic Threats

03 Multiple Assaults

04 Wounding or Attempted murder of others

05 Extortion

06 Torture

07 Kidnapping for ransom

08 Hostages taken

09 Innocent bystanders wounded/killed

010 Multiple assailants

011 Excessive or extreme use of force

012 Excessive weapons or multiple means of killing

013 Multiple wounds

014 Mutilation of victim(s)

015 Other excessive violence

16  Other

Variable name: kindman

Variable title: if manslaughter, kind of manslaughter

Variable description: This integer variable captures what the manslaughter charge would 

have been if, whether the defendant was charged or not.  This code is a best guess the type of manslaughter committed.  It does not reflect the actual charges filed (see dcharge below for this information).

Codes:

01 Unintentional auto

02 Unintentional killing with gun

03 Unintentional killing, other

04 Civil Unrest (Riot, Labor Strike, etc)

05 Poisoning (accidental)

06 Domestic Violence

10  Other

Variable name: kindacc

Variable title: if accident, kind of accident

Variable description:  This integer variable records the type of accident that occurred.  

The case was coded as an accident if the verdict of the Coroner’s Jury (see corout in Defendant Record) was accidental death or if the case text indicated the event was an accident.

Codes:

01 Death by Auto

02 Other transportation related

07  Abortion

08 Medical Malpractice 

09 Hospital Related

010 Guns, firearms, fireworks, explosives

011 Accidents involving equipment [not work related] or structures,e.g. falling bricks, electrocution 

012 Outdoor accident, falling tree, lightening etc. 

013 Drowning 

014 Animal related, kicked by horse, gored by bull, bitten by dog

Accident in Home[include accidents involving domestic workers]
015 Falling down stairs, head injuries

016 Poisoning (unintentional) (include accidental asphyxiation by gas)

017 Accidental cutting injuries

018 Excessive heat or cold, scalding, burning or freezing

019 Starvation, malnutrition

020 Neglect

021 Child abuse

022 Other 

Employment Related (outside the home)

020 Equipment related   (e.g. at steel mill, slaughterhouse, etc.)

021 Assault, fight, attack  at workplace

022 Poisoning, exposure to fatal substance

023 Exposure to fatal hazard

024 Run over, trampled, crushed

025 Other employment related

Public Health related

025 Flu, other contagious illness

026 Epidemic Food Poisoning

027 Epidemic Water pollution

028 Other

Natural Disaster

029 Fire

030 Storm

031 Flood

032 Mass Drowning

033 Boat sinking

034 Train wreck

035 Other

Variable name: childage

Variable title: if victim was child, age

Variable description:  This integer variable records the age of the victim (if under 17 

years old) taken directly from the case text.  In the event that the victim was between years (ie – 4 months old), the age was rounded to the nearest year.

Codes:

01 Newborn

02 1-2 yrs old

03 3-6 yrs old

04 7-12 yrs old

05 13-17 yrs old

Variable name: jurtrial

Variable title:  jury verdict at trial

Variable description:  This integer variable recorded the occurrence of a jury trial 

(excluding Coroner’s Jury trials).  This variable was coded if the defendant received an acquittal or if the case text explicitly noted that a jury trial occurred.  

Codes:

00 No

01 Yes

Variable name: typledec

Variable title:  type of legal decision recorded

Variable description:  This integer variable recorded the total types of legal decision 

recorded.  Whereas in the DCI, cases were assumed to have Coroner’s Juries despite the absence of note in the case text, this variable only records explicitly which types of legal decisions were recorded.

Codes:

01 Coroner’s verdict only

02 Coroner’s verdict and grand jury

03 Grand jury only

04 Coroner, Grand Jury, Trial

05 Grand Jury, Trial

06 Coroner, Trial

07 Coroner, Grand Jury, Trial, and Post conviction 

08 Coroner, Grand Jury, Trial, Post Conviction and Commutation or retrial 

09  None

Variable name: dcharge

Variable title:  with what was defendant charged

Variable description:  This integer variable records the exact charge recorded in the case 

text.  In the case of a sentence with no explicit type of charge listed, this variable was estimated based upon length of sentence.  For example, life in prison or death by hanging were assumed to be 1 (murder) or 2 (felony murder); a sentence of 13 or 14 years was typically a type of manslaughter.

Codes:

01 Murder

02 Felony murder 

03 Intentional manslaughter

04 Unintentional manslaughter

05 Other form of homicide

06 Other 

07 No charges Recorded

Variable name: amntbail

Variable title:  amount of bail

Variable description:  This string variable records the amount at which bail was set.

Variable name: judgename

Variable title:  name of judge associated with bail

Variable description:  This string variable records the name of the judge (if provided) 

who granted bail or who was involved in the bond granting.  These names appear as last names only taken explicitly from the case text.

Variable name: sectrial

Variable title:  was there a second trial

Variable description:  This integer variable records information about whether or not 

there was a second trial.  This information was coded only if explicitly stated.  

Codes:



01  No



02  Yes

Variable name: judgesec

Variable title:  judge at second trial

Variable description: This string variable records the name of the judge (if provided) 

who granted or presided over the second trial.  These names appear as last names only taken explicitly from the case text.

Variable name: outcomesec

Variable title:  outcome at second trial

Variable description: This integer variable recorded the type of legal decision 

recorded at the second trial.  This variable only records explicitly which types of legal decisions were recorded.

Codes:  

01 Not guilty

02 Guilty - Murder

03 Guilty - Manslaughter

04 Guilty - Felony Murder

05 Guilty - Non-Homicide

06 Guilty - Unspecified

07 Not Guilty - Insanity

08 Acquitted

09 Stricken Off

010 Dismissed

011 Exonerated

012 Discharged

013 Sentence reduced

014 Resentenced

015 Other

Variable name: timeso

Variable title:  how many times was the case stricken off

Variable description:  This integer variable records the number of times the case against 

the defendant was “stricken off.”  This was taken directly from the case text.

Variable name: circcorr

Variable title:  circumstances suggesting judicial corruption

Variable description:  This string variable records potential judicial corruption 

suggestions.  The coders were instructed to use their best judgement in coding this variable.

Variable name: allpol

Variable title:  were there allegations of police corruption

Variable description:  This integer variable records any expressed allegations of police 

corruption.  This information is taken directly from the case text.  

Codes:



01  No



02  Yes

Variable name: deathsent

Variable title:  post trial information

Variable description: This integer variable records any post trial activity.  This 

information is taken directly from the case text.

Codes:

01 Death sentence carried out

02 Death Sentence reversed on appeal

03 Death sentence commuted (by Governor)

04 Other

Variable name: civilunr

Variable title:  was the crime related to civil unrest

Variable description: This integer variable records any civil unrest at the time of the 

crime.  This information is taken directly from the case text.

Codes:


 
01  No


 
02  Yes

Variable name: specfor

Variable title:  government or special forces called in

Variable description: This integer variable records any civil unrest at the time of the 

Crime involving special officers.  This information is taken directly from the case text or if the case text indicated that the officers involved were special forces.  This is only coded if civilunr is coded 2.

Codes:

01  National guard, federal troups 

02  Special state police 

03  Pinkertons, private officers 

04  Other special forces called in

Variable name: kindcivilunr

Variable title:  kind of civil unrest

Variable description: This integer variable records the specific type of civil unrest at the 

time of the crime.  This information is taken directly from the case text. This is only coded if civilunr is coded 2.

Codes:

01 Riot, brawling crowd

02 Race Riot

03 Strike or picketing 

04 Union or  workers demonstration, or other labor related (not strike or picketing)

05 Political Demonstration: (Anarchists, Prohibition,  anti- war; Communist, Socialist)

06 Other civil unrest

Variable name: circumunrest

Variable title:  circumstances surrounding civil unrest

Variable description:  This string variable was used to record any additional specific 

information about the civil unrest in question. This is only coded if civilunr is coded 2.

Variable name: prohib

Variable title:  was the homicide related to prohibition?

Variable description:  This integer variable records information pertaining to prohibition.  

The coders were instructed to exercise their best judgement as to whether or not the variable related.

Codes:

01 No

02 Yes

03 Possibly, not clearly related

04 Don’t know

Variable name: loccrime

Variable title:  location of crime

Variable description:  This integer variable records the location of the crime as it relates 

to Prohibition.  This variable was coded if the information was explicitly provided.

Codes:

01 Place where liquor was sold

02 Place where illegal liquor is manufactured [still]

03 Illegal liquor sold (speakeasy, bar)

04 House of prostitution

05 Illegal gambling establishment

06 Vehicle carry illegal liquor

07 Roadhouse

08 Poolhouse

09 Bucket shops

010 Pawn shop / money lending establishment / gun store

011 Municipal pier, transportation point

012 Other illegal or mob controlled location

Variable name: howfed

Variable title:  presence of Federal agents

Variable description: This integer variable records the presence of Federal agents.  This 

variable was coded if the information was explicitly provided.

Codes:

01 Defendants identified by federal agents

02 Victims identified by federal agents

03 Federal Agents shot victim

04 Federal Agents arrested  suspects in this or related case

05 Federal agents investigated case, local police arrested

06  Other federal involvement

Variable name: alcolcircum

Variable title:  other related Prohibition indicators

Variable description: This string variable was used to record any additional specific 

information about circumstances relating to Prohibition.  The coders were instructed to use their best judgement on this variable.

Variable name: orgcrime

Variable title:  organized crime indicators

Variable description: This integer variable records the presence of organized crime.  This 

variable was coded if the information was explicitly provided.

Codes:

01 Murder for hire, "hit"

02 Gang violence

03 Blackhand killing

04 Turf wars (financial, political)

05 Illegal gambling establishment

06 House of prostitution

07 Police raid of illegal establishment

08 Drive by killing

09 Municipal pier, other mob controlled location

10  Other

Variable name: orgccircum

Variable title:  other circumstances relating to organized crime

Variable description: This string variable was used to record any additional specific 

information about circumstances relating to organized crime.  The coders were instructed to use their best judgement on this variable.

Data Problems

In the course of constructing a database of this size and magnitude from scratch, problems and errors will arise through the fault of the technology or its human handers.  The following errors were found in the data that may explain problems of count or the completeness of the data:

(
As explained earlier, the original homicide records were hand-typed from the microfiche to a Word document.  Each entry was assigned a “record number.”  Often, record numbers were skipped or failed to be assigned to certain records.  Some of these errors are noted below:

· No record numbers for 641-644

· No record number between 335 and 336

· Records 851 and 852 are the same record (simply duplicated)

· Many records were incomplete (see 1364), indicating that the reader should “See” a certain other case.  This was an original methodology by the police department.

· No record number 1919

· No record numbers on nine cases after 3004 and five cases at 3011

· No information on record number 2575

(
The original police reports included a random “Important Events” series of entries and a “Police Officers Murdered 1878 to 1910 Inclusive” series of entries that are not repeated elsewhere in the data.  Each of these entries was assigned a record number, even if no discernable homicide took place.  For example, such entries include information about bank and train robberies, detailing how much money was taken and whom was suspected but no homicide occurred.

Duplication Problems

As mentioned above, errors in duplication of the assigned record number were

occasional.  To remedy this problem in the coding and inputting of the data, we assigned 

a series of decimals to denote each duplicate.  For example, a duplicate of record number 

222 would read 222.1 for the first duplicate and 222.2 for the second duplicate.  These 

duplicates may also throw off the count.

Data Cleaning

After the remaining data was entered into the three separate databases, the information was cleaned and checked for accuracy.  No clandestine rule was implemented to check the data, since the original information itself was often a combination of multiple, and often contradictory, values.  The following procedures were undertaken to "clean" the data.

Recoding

Data from the first 2,110 cases was coded in a different way than the subsequent data (2,111-11,038).  This data covers most of the dates from 1872 until 1910.  Because the DCI was changed to accommodate new data information and eliminate erroneous variables, certain data had to be recoded.  The information below details which changes were made:

Crime Record

(
All "99" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "88" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "888" codes were changed to blanks

(
All codes were verified for consistency – (i.e. – if the code number was intended to be “1”, all “01” or “001” were adapted accordingly.

Victim Record 

(
All "99" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "88" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "888" codes were changed to blanks

(
Gender variable (vgender) codes "0" were changed to "1" and codes "1" were changed to "2"

(
All codes were verified for consistency – (i.e. – if the code number was intended 

to be “1”, all “01” or “001” were adapted accordingly.

Defendant Record 

(
All "99" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "88" codes were changed to blanks

(
All "888" codes were changed to blanks

(
Gender variable (vgender) codes "0" were changed to "1" and codes "1" were changed to "2"

(
Name of Judge (tjudge) was unified (i.e. - all prefixes "Judge" were taken out) and misspellings were corrected.

(
All codes were verified for consistency – (i.e. – if the code number was intended to be “1”, all “01” or “001” were adapted accordingly.

Spot Checking

Because the amount of data was so immense and the data sets were so large, it was necessary to spot check the data set for accuracy.  Mistakes in the initial processing, coding or inputting of the data were likely, thus a random check was conducted to spot any remaining errors not picked up by the initial cleaning.  A random sample of the data set was checked and cleaned for errors.

Cross Checking

As mentioned above, potential for errors was prevalent at every major step.  To eliminate these errors, a series of integrity checks were done on the data to ensure its quality and accuracy.  As mentioned before, no clandestine rule was implemented to check the data, since the original information itself was often a combination of multiple, and often contradictory, values.  For example, the crime could take place on the street and by a vehicle or a defendant could professionally be a midwife and not necessarily be performing a medical procedure at the time of the crime.  In short, checks to eliminate potentially conflicting values were not implemented to protect the integrity of the data.  The following checks were done to discover if the data were consistent:

(
Dates of the crime (datcrime), victim's death (datdeath) and arrest date (arrdate) were checked to ensure that they occurred in a logical sequence.

(  
Dates of the Coronor's Jury decision (dcoronr), Grand Jury decision (dgrjury), 

    
start of trial (dstrial) and date of sentence (dsent) were checked to ensure that they    

    
occurred in a logical sequence.

(
Location of the crime (loccrime) was checked against whether or not the crime 

took place in a residence (residence), place of business (plbus), in or around a vehicle (vehicle), a non-commercial public place (pubplace) or a medical facility (medical).  These checks were made to make sure that the initial "gross" category of the location of crime variable was consistent with the more specific variable indicators.

(
Accident variables (accident and kindacc) were checked to ensure that if the case 

was not an accident, there was not an entry for the kind of accident (kindacc).

(
Employment variables (vemploy) were checked against the subsequent specific employment variables (vemptype, vlawenf, vownbus, voccup) to ensure that if there was a code for "1" (yes, employed), there was a type of employment listed.  Further, errors were checked that indicated that the person had two or more conflicting occupations.  


Codes for the "gross" collection variable (vemploy) were often missing when subsequent specific variables were present.  These mistakes were simply corrected.

(
Race (vrace and drace) and ethnicity (vehtncty and dethncty) variables were checked to make sure the codes were consistent.  If the race code was "1" (white), the ethnicity code should be all but "1".  If the race code was "2" (black), the ethnicity code should be "1".  

If the ethnicity code was "15" but the race codes was missing, the race code was changed to "1".
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